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l he press re I ease was he Id up. 
But that evening the pressure increased. 

Sho rlly ofte r 10 :00 p. m. the offi c ial 
tt' le types bro ugh t a dis turbing message 
• >m the Air Fo rce Missile Development 
Ce nter near Alamogordo, New lv'iex ico. 

Jomes Stokes, a res arc h engineer a l 
the Center, hod just repor te - ,!, _ _ _ , ;r 

UF O encoun ter. A huge, 
sho d object, Stokes said, ~ 

be tween the Cen ter and Wh it 
ssed n or Highway 24 i 

r~ radio and then stopped h 
tt1ose of te n other ca rs. 

Sto kes estimated the UFC 
500 feet. At its closest poin t 
cu ld feel a wove o f heat. T 

110 v isible porthol es nor any 
This report , coming from a 

• ng inee r, was bod enough . f 
.-o e , the story hod been 

.'...L G in Al amogordo and t 
·1ow on the press wires . 

Though the Air Force d i 
hen, a new radi o in terfe re 

had occurred at the very m 
story went on the a ir. 

At 10 :00 p. m. a dozzlin~ 

serious inv stlga t ion of th.- 1 r• vt>llond 
case ... (bu t) ... we don't in v, ~,; uat c all 
of th r ports." 

From Ai r T c hnlco l Intelligence Cente r: 
"We Investi ga te a ll the repo rts; we 
nev r know when on may turn up some­
thing new." 

At the some t ime , the press release 
summary mode up in J uly and stated by 

ran 
blic 

. { 

r,e rs, 
more 
gh ly 

ings 
on­
re ss 

eon s 

the 
oost 

P a 
Cdr . 

the 
the 

been 
rcles fire tro i I i ng a we ird green i sh-ye1·r.o;.;wiattva.iipoiftrr,.......,_::::::::::::::::~:::~:::==::::::-::' __ _ 

had fl a shed over Kod iak, Al aska . It was 
sigh ted by th ree persons, including Kod ia k 
patrolman John Boucher. 

Boucher was in his police ca r whe n 
suddenly the a rea around him "lighted up 
as if someone hod turned on f ie ld lights . " 
The li ght ca me fro m a fl a ming red ball 
whi zz ing out of the east. 

"I t skimmed about 50 fee t ove r a 
school , " Bo uc her reported to Navy HQ in 
Kodi ak. " I a ttempted to rad io police 
headqua rters, but there wa s interference. 
It was a steady 'did-did-dit' that went on 
for about two minutes. 

"Jan Bueckers, the guard a t the ja il , 
noticed the in terference, too." 

By now re ports from reputa ble observers 
Here coming in from wide ly separated 
points. For example: 

O A mass sighting of UFOs in Barahona 
Provi nce, Dominican Republic; seen by 
hundreds , several d iscs had hovered for 
two minutes, then sped off into the east. 

• A report of a rocket-shaped UFO by 
Professor Jacques Hebert, Deportment of 
Physics, Ottawa Un iversity , Canada. 

• At Spooner, Wisconsin, a sighting 
of a bright oval-shaped object streaking 
across the sky. Witnesses : Newspaper 
Editor Willia m Stewart, an Episcopal 
minist r , and thre other citizens . 

On Tuesday morning , vember 5 , th ree 
Air Fore sta tements w re r leased. 

From the Air D f m Command: "One 
publis.hed wucer report will ,et off a rah 
o f sightings . " r ' • 

From Air Force HQ : "W or making o 

Dr. TELLER SAYS STRANGE LIFE FORMS 
MAY EXIST ON PLANET MARS 

Life on f-v'tors and other plane ts may be 
a strange c hem ical combination ha rd to 
re cogn ize as life, according to Dr. Edward 
Teller, noted scientist who has been cal led 
the " father of the H-bamb. " 

During questioning abo ut our space plans 
by the Senate Preparedness Subcommittee 
on Nov. 25, Dr. Telle r sa id space e xplo r­
at ions would lead to grea t adva nces in 
sc ientific knowledge. 

"I om certa in that people will go to the 
moon and wi II get to the plane ts , " he told 
the subcomm ittee. He said it would be 
e x treme ly va lua ble to put up a n observa tory 
o n the moon because it would e nable us 
to use wave lengths over the e ntire 
spec trum, whereas we now ore limi ted to 
just a fe w. 

"Then," he added, "even though I know 
the moon is o very inhospitable place I 
wi ll look for any kinds of traces of life. 
They may show up in some strange and un­
explainable c hemi cal combinations. I will 
certainly look for something like that 
when we get to Mars. It is quite possible 
that when we get there first we won't even 
recognize life because it wi ll be so strange . 

"In exp loration of the moon and planet"$ 
there ore o great number o f most interesting 
and inspiring th ings ..•. If you make suc h 
a very big step like going to the moon, It 
will have ,both amus ing and amaz ing and 
prac t ica l and military consequenc s. " 

THE UFO INVESTIGATOR 

ol-Y> ri t c,, ~hoqo , the object gl owing 
br iql,t ,., · fo r three se cond :. b:, .,,.,r 
me n ,,, , Lt , Donald Schaefer, Ensign 
Wayne '., ,_ t,,, tley , Quartermaster Kenn_eth 
Smith anJ Scomon- rodiomon Thomas Kirk. 

The objec t was moving horizontally at 
very hi gr. ,fH:cd. The men could see no vi~­
ibl e means of propulsion nor any vapor tra i I. 

During its maneuvers around the Sebago 
the unknown objec t at t imes r ached o 
speed of almost 1000 mph. Once , briefly, 
i t appea red to be stationary seve n miles 
nor th of the vesse I. 

!he IU~ I I UUUI <.untuc.t sr,owc~ , , ,, ·"--
175 miles no rth , heading toward Lo uisiana. 
It hod covered this distance in 17 minutes 
as proved by the Sebago's official log. 

Front page stories of this official repo rt 
overshadowed a number of other ver ified 
coses reve aled on Tuesday, November 5: 

• At Selma, Alabama , three Ai r Force 
pilots disclosed that they hod seen a UFO, 
l ike the one in the Sebago case, flm h 
throug h the sky on ~nday. 

e Three Atlanta firemen reported see­
ing a huge round ob ject with a shiny gl ow 
early Tuesday morning. 

• From Johannesburg, South Africa, 
come a bull e t in on a South African Air 
Force chose o f two UFOs which hod 
appeared ove r the c ity on Friday, Nov . 1. 

(De ta ils late r sent to NICAP revealed 
three additiona l sightings, Nov. 2 to 4. On 
Nov. 1 two d isc shaped ob jects were seen 
by hund reds o f Johannesburg residents, one 
mane uvering a t high speed, wh ile the other 
hove red ove r the c ity . A Sabrejet pi lot, 
o rdered to attempt a n interception, cl imbed 
to 45,000 feet but wa s still below the 
UFOs . In ano the r case a UF O was caught 
in a searchlig ht bea m from Dunnottar 
Air Fo rce Bose.) 

("We can on ly a ssume, " said a South 
Afr ica n AF In telligence off icer, " that the 
objec ts were some form of physica l phenom­
ena fo r which we hove no explanat ion . ") 

By Tuesda y noon several Amer ican 
sc ient ists had put out ex planat ions Far tf.F 
key sigh tings based on the ir interpreta tion 
of the news accounts. 

Expla ini ng the Levelland a nd Alamo­
gordo cases, Dr . Donald Menze l, Harvard 
Observatory , said the objects we re nothi ng 
but mirages . He said it was not surprising 
that "a nervous foot" could stall a car in 
such cases, but did not mention the radio 
fading and reported effects on headl ights. 

In addition, an O ctober statement by 
Dr. Menze l was repeated in whi c h he sa id 
that besides weather phenomena, causes 
for UFO report"$ includ d floating cob bs 
and owls which glow d as a result of 
fungus and ro tt d wood in th Ir nests . 

At Miami W. W. Talbott, former 
W other Bureau observer, said boll light­
nin9 , caused the Texas and New Mexico 

Continued on next page 
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TO : EDWARD TELLER 
FROM: J. J . COUPLING 

Recently, I watched the TV program , A IS FOR ATOM. BIS FOF BOMB, part of the 

NOVA series, which was devoted to you. I also heard you speak at Sta~ford and at KEPLER'S 

on the energy crisis. In fact , over the last thirty five odd years, I have watched 

with -fascination and horror, the unfolding of your sick mind . 

I · agr ee completely with Linus Pauling that you are one of the most dangerous_ 
-

and l ethal persons in the world, that world peace is very fragile and problematical 

because of your baneful influence , your completely i rrational fear of the Russians, 

your :i nsane credo, "BE'ITER DEAD THAN RED ." and your unshakeable and groundless 

conviction that a nuclear · war i s winnable . 

The Lord God makes very few mistakes, but He made boner when he allowed Fermi 

to die "n his early. f'fties in 1954 and granted you more than the Biblical three 

score and ten to spread hatred and fear throughout the world. 

The population of your beloved Hungary is a minuscule fraction of the world's 

population. Even if Hungary is enslav~d by Russia, the world is still a beautiful 

place, still worth saving for non-Hungarians. In your undying, blind hatred of 
I 

Russia for enslaving Hungary , you want the · entire world to go up in flames and consign 

billions to a horrible death . You r emi nd me of Corporal Hitler, who gave orders 

to destroy Germany and Europe after it was clear that the Nazi tyranny would be 

wiped from the face of the earth. 

If I were invited to give your necrology, I would say, 11 Edward Teller was 

one of the most evil men who ever lived. He could have made fundamental and 

brilliant contributions to our , understanding of Nature. Instead he wasted 

his considerable scientific talent and harnassed his demonic energies trying 

to start WORLD WAR III, in order to destroy Russia for enslaving Hungary. 

~ May God have mercy on his soul l. 
e 

Those of us who knew him can never forgive him. 11 

~ 



Science Adviso rs , Jerr \Vi ner h d the sie t cc ss to his Pr sldent, John F. 

Kenn dy. Pr sidcnt K nn dy m d only on v ry import nt decision concerning 

science--to pursue the moon J nding. Th fact is that the Science Advisor and 

all his staff fought tooth nd nail agai nst th Apollo moon landing program, and 

in thi most important cicntific decision , the President went straight against 

the . ad ice of his cience Adviso r. I suspect that JFK, who was a truly 

charming man , gave the impression of listening and deliberately created the 

impression of good relations between himself and his Science Advisor, At any 

rate this illusionary closeness to his Science Advisor made JFK most popular 

among scientists a most successful political move . 

Ideally, we should have a President who has time to listen carefully to 

ad ice on science . Fa iling that, there should be one or more high officials in 

government whose job it would be to listen seriously to the Science Advisor and 

es ablish a very effective link between the Science Advisor and the President. I 

do not expect eithe r ideal to be fully realized. 

However, today, there is a very excellent choice for such a go-betw.een in 

our Vice President , • Nelson Rockefeller. It is well-known that the Vice 

President is a person out of a job, just as the President is a person who is 

over orked . Furthermore , in any decent arrangement, the Vice President has 

ready access to the President, to every high office, and to the National Security 

Council . He can receive recommendations, propose problems to be solved, and in 

gener 1 serve as the natural bridge between more specialized groups. 

el on ockefeller, by fortunate coincidence, is a person who for decades 

ha d mon trat d op n ar for science and sci ntlf lc opinion. I not only h d 
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HOOVER INSTITUTION 
0 W R, REVOLUTION AND PEACE 

l:inf ord , .:.iliforni:i 94305 

June 26 , 1981 

Dr. G. A. Keywor t h 
Executi ve Of f ice of 

the Pres ident 
The White Hous e 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jay : 

En closed you'll find two papers. One is a copy of an address 
by James Neel on nuclear wastes. I received it from John Lawrence 
(brother of E. 0. Lawrence; the underlinings in the manuscript 
ha ve been made by John). It seems that the confusion about nuclear 
was te is even worse than I suspected. Maybe you can do someth i nq 
abou t it. 

The other paper i s just for fun. It is something I wrote in 1975, 
and perhaps you might want to read it at your leisure. 

I heard with pl ea sure that Torri Johnson is apt to join you for a 
year. 

With all good wishes'- ·~ ,,,~ ~ (~), 

~ ~ -r( 

Edwa rd Teller 
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continued 

Mr . Baker 
Elizabeth H. Dole , Assistant for Public Liaison 
Kenneth M. Duberstein , Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs 
James W. Cicconi , Sp::!cial Assistant to the Chief 

of Staff 
Morton Blaoovell , Special Assistant for Public 

Liaison 

'Ihe Presi dent returned to the Oval Office. 

'Ihe President went to the Cabinet Roan. 

'Ihe President met to discuss the tuition tax credit 
legislation with select Senators and administration 
officials. For a list of attendees, see APPENDIX "B. 11 

Merrbers of the press, in/out 

The President r eturned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with : 
Vice President Bush 
Edward Teller, Senior Research Fellav, Hoover 

Institute, Stanford University, Stanford, 
California 

Mr. M2ese 
Mr. Clark 
George A. Keyworth , Staff Member, National Security 

Council (NSC) 
Raymond Polick , Staff Menber, NSC 
Sydell P. Gold, Staff Menber, NSC 

The President went to the East Rcx::rn. 

'Ihe President participated in a meeting with selected 
representatives of major trade associations to discuss 
the Private Sector Initiatives Program. For a list 
of attendees , see APPENDIX "C. 11 

M2mbers of the press 

The President r eturned to the oval Office. 

'Ihe President met with the Chairman and representatives of 
the Canbined Federal Campaign . For a list of attendees , 
see APJJE! ✓DIX 11 D. 11 

-funbers of the press 
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l Laser Talks 

Clouded Optics 

Compensation Cut 

'Sales Study 

ashington Roundup 
Li~a weapons dcYelopmcnt for ballistic missile defense centered on talks at the White 
H ()u~c. D t'fen~c D ept. and U.S. Senate . President Reagan met last week with Edward 
Telkr. th e nuclear physicist instrumental in developing th e h~drogen warhead, and 
Lowc.:11 L. Wood. an e>..pert in dc\·elopmcnt of X-ray laser-, at Lawrence Livermore and 
Lo~ Alam o<, labo rat ories . Teller has been critical of the Administration, claiming that 
the White House is ignoring technology· ad"anccs in short-\\ an:lcngth lasers, especially 
the X-ray laser pumped by a small nuclear device . The U . S. is con ducting X-ray la~er 
tests at th e Nevad::t underground nuclear test site (A W&ST Feb. 23, 1981, p. 25). Teller 
is urging that fundin g be increased for thi<, effort by approximately 5-200 million a year 
o\·er th e next <,e\'eral Years. 

Teller and W c,od ~!so ta lked to Sen. Ted Stevem (R .-Ala~ka), chairman of the 
Appropriat ions d :c: fense subcor.1mit1ee. telling him they support the congressional 
authorizations position to increase short-w:1Yelength laser fun ding in Fiscal 1983 at the 
expense of the USAF management plan for space-based, long-wavelength chemical 
lasers . Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger met late last week with Sen . Malcolm 
W allop (R .-W yo.). a chemical laser suppo.-ter, and his staff member. Angelo Codevilla. 
The mee ti ng induct ed Richard D . D eLauer, under sccretan· of Defense for research 
and engii1ee-ring, Fred C. l kle . under sec retary for poli cy, and laser technology experts 
from th e D efense Advanced Research P rojects Agency . v-.·allop and ~ome colleagues 
are prcs::.ing for the Senate Appropria tions Commi t tee to increase funding to accelera te 
a space-based laser feasibility dem onstrat ion . 

The D efcme D ept.. concerned O\·er sh arp publ ic and profe~sional reaction after depart­
ment officials descended on a Society of Photo-Optical Instrument Engineers (SPIE) 
conference and directly or indi rect ly ca used withdra wal of 120 technical papers, is 
trying to come up with guidelines within about 30 days. One contentious point was 
that the Defem,~ Dept. " re,iewers" arrived less than three days before the conferem;e, 
c1pp:.ire ntly at th e urging of a SPI E dckgate who complain ed of what he considered 
secu rity \iolati ons (A W&ST Sept. 13 . p. 30). On the ot her hand , the D efen se Dept. said 
the fact th::1t th e S.:)\' iet Union and client coun tri es would be attending prompted the 
r t: \ ie\\' aL·tion . 

Thi~ brou)1t ch:1 rges or government censorship of unclas.,ified pape rs and, if nothing 
el , e. fede ral intimida ti on ofprepc:Jrers of papers for public p re~enta ti on. When the dust 
sel 1 kd. Defrn~c officiab agreed 10 meet with SPIE president Rich a rd J . Wollensak. The 
up~h r, t is ~ e, :moth.: , Pentagon stcu;ng committee to report on prvposed guidelines to 
Dcfl'nsc Secretary Weinberger in 30 days. Still un certain: are the guidelines for the 
D cfcn ~e D ept. or the aerospace indust ry in general? As one P entagon official put it: 
"It \ not th e si::c ret a nd top-secret stu lf, or the very bas ic stuff at th e bottom. It 's the 
middle ground th3t is the problem." 

An indignant Civil Aeronau ti cs Board denied Continental Airlines' request for $2.5-
million compensation for losses in providing backup services a t H onolulu-Pago Pago 
from Feb. I-J une I , an d last ,,,. eek awarded instead $21,394 for a shorter ' period . 
M L'. mber George D all ey noted th e wide discrepancy between the request and the staff 
reLommcndat ion, and likened the Continental request to "raiding the public treasury." 
Continental argued th at it reserved the equivalent ofa full McDonnell Douglas DC-10 
and rc'!ained flight c rews beyond cont ract provisions to perform the backup service. 

N a ti onal Aeronau ti cs a nd Space Administrator James M. Beggs last week invited 
Canada to selec t and fly a crewman on a coming space shuttle mission. Several years 
ago the U . S. an d Canada informally discussed flight of a Canadian in connection with 
Canada's development or th e shuttle remote manipula tor system . Beggs said flight of a 
Cc1nadian could take place wit hin the next several months, but Canadian science and 
technology officials said it will take some time to determine just what type mission 
would be best. Johnson's Space Center's Flight Operations D iv. is ready to fly non­
carc:cr astronauts as early as Mi ssion 6. 

~ational A cademy of Engineering will start a year-long study of the global shift in 
commercial aviation sales from U . S. m anufacturers to their foreign competitors . The 
academy will address the issues of government sub idie , tax structures and technology 
advanc1:mc.:nts as they a1,ply to th e sa le of aviation-re la ted prod ucts. The product areas 
to be inv es ti ga ted include large commercial and commu ter aircraft, aircraft engines and 
heli copters. - Washington Staff 

Av.aI,or \ '.'e,ek & Space Te,chnc,logy. Se:p1e:mt,e1 20 . 1' . 15 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR W. P. CLARK 

FROM: JAY KEYWORTH ft 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION THAT EDWARD TELLER RECEIVE 

AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PRESIDENT 

Several weeks ago I suggested to you that we delay 
determining whether a meeting between the President and 
Edward Teller should occur until I had the opportunity 
to hear Dr. Teller's concerns. I have held extensive 
discussions with him and now strongly recommend that 
such a meeting should be arranged when possible. 

Dr . Teller has not personally sought such an appointment. 
He is well aware of the pressure upon the President's time. 
Nevertheless, I believe he will be somewhat offended if 
the President whom ·he has so strongly supported from the 
outset of the 1980 campaign should not seek his advice. 
In many ways, Edward Teller is one of the last members 
of the grand tradition, and a patriot who has been both 
abused and under appreciated. I believe the counsel he 
will offer will be both constructive and thoughtful. 
Basically, Dr. Teller believes that superior American 
technology must be exploited to assure that we regain an 
adequate defense posture and, ultimately, withdraw from a 
strategy of nuclear deterrence and mutual assured 
destruction. His emphasis upon directed-energy nuclear 
weapons, expressed in the accompanying letter to the 
President, is only symbolic of one technology he supports. 
His more general considerations are, in my opinion, well 
conceived and consonant with a Presidential strategic 
perspective. He has been vigorously defending the 
Administration 's posture with respect to the "nuclear 
freeze" movement and I believe his views merit attention. 

As my close friend and mentor, I confess some lack of 
objectivity in assessing Edward Teller's attributes. 
However, as I expressed to the President, his contributions 
to the nation's defense have been rarely surpassed and the 
depth of his perceptions and understanding make his counsel 
invaluable . I believe that both these considerations and 
hi s unflagging support of the President justify a personal 
meeting. 
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# 511 How Much Is Secrecy Hurting the U.S.? 

MR . BUCKLEY: Suppose that an act o f adultery would have the effect of 

bringing out informat ion that would mean the successful termination of a 

war . Suppose that a single assassination would end the life of a tyrant 

~ngaged in genoci de . There are nevertheles s the ological arguments that 

would be advanced a gainst the commission of such acts , an extension of the 

principle tha t the e nds are not justified by any means . But suppo se that 

nuclear technology could be (§Qed to defend the public from nuclear .:.ldu! -1... __ 

technology. Is this a paradox? There are those who say it is notJ that 

to concede as we do the awful potential of atomic power ought not to commi t 

us to the proposition that any use of atomic power is evil . Yet such 

theological turn s of mind , in the opinion of Dr . Edward Teller , are in 
t 

fa ct preventing us from inge nious s cie ntific work designed to protect the 

Ameri c a~ . people~d indire ctly othe r peopleXrom the p ossible rava_ges of 
) ) ,, 

nuclear death. He maintains that it would serve human ends better to 

organize scientists to develop a defe nse technology against nuclear war 

I 
as opposed xwdqci: or compared with lying down in Central I-ark or. outside 

the United Nations seeking to advanc e the same end. 

Few p eople h a ve given more thought to the problem of nuclear power tha1 

Edward Teller, who had the decisive hand in the development of the hydrogen 

~ 
E bomb, a nd few people are better acquainted w.tirn than he with the scientific• 
~ 
~ possibilities of nuclear power . 
~ 

But the problem is: Can he talk about 

~ 

Qi: 

:s 
g 
0 

Qi: 

what he knows? And if he cannot, how much is the public losing in virtue 

of his silence and that of other trained and thoughtful scientists bound 

~ 

~ by our xrura secrecy laws? Dr . Teller came to America in 1941, devoted -c:s 
] . himself to the t-'.anhuttan P r oj e ct, to the Livermore Laboratory of which he 
::s 

] was director~?go th e University of California, which he served as professor 
~ 

Qi: 

of physics . He is now a senior fell ow o f the Hoover Institute, the author 

of many books , most recently The Fursui t of Simplicity. He has served the 
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government in u number of c2pucitics and won mos t of the awards given to 

outstanding scientists . He is currently on the White House Science 

Advisory Council. 

Our examiner today will be l':r . Mark Green, author of Winning Back 

il..merica -- from those awful people in the Whi te House . 

I should like to begin by asking Dr . Teller--

DR. TELLER: 
...\~1_; 

May I haveAexceptional privilege to ask you a question? 

MR . BUCKLEY: Certainly . 

DR. TELLER: An easy one . A par~dox . Fortunately we have a cease fire .in 

the Falklands. \ie have a purtial cease fire in Lebanon . \Jhat are we 

doing on Firing Line? 

MR . BUCKLEY : (laughing) Isn 't it a law of physics that every action has 

an equal an9 opposite reaction? 

DR. TELLER: Yes . 

MR. BUCKLEY: Could this be a possibl e re a ction to the cessation of"-.,_ 

hostilities in the Falklands? 

DR. TBLLER: I think that not for the first time I agree with you. We 

----need~ go around with the Firino Line at home lest firing lines· develop 

abroad. 

MR. BUCKLEY: I think that's an excellent rubric under which to proceed, 

so now I will proceed to ask you the question I was about to ask you, while 

joining in the jubilation g~ethe cessation of hostilities apparently in 

Lebanon and in the Falkland Islands. But you do distinguish between 

secrets we need to guard end those we don't. For instance.I think you 
J 

wrote once, "There would be no point in giving away secrets as to the loca­

'c; tion of our nuclear submarines." How do you draw that distinction? 
] 
~ . DR.TELLER: If you really ask this question often enough and carefully 
'e 
~ . 
~ enough--carefully enough--I'm afraid you'll confuse me, but my first 

answer is simple. Short-term secrets are both necessary and effective. 

The secret that is suppose d to 1-:e ke1 .t for f:::) re than a year will not be 



j 

a secre t from our opponents , may be a secret from our a ll ies and will help , 
~ - to confuse the Amer ica n people . 

) 

NR . •• BUCKLEY : l\n d will b e a sec re t to the Ame rican p e opl e , right? 

DR . TELLER: It will be a secre ~ a nd a s a re s ult , they will be misinformed 

will f all fo r a ll kind s of r ema rkabl e myths; and since the y are the 

·decision ma k ers in this country , the y h a v e , a s we call it in secre cy, a 

n ee d to know . 

MR . BUCi<.LEY : So \.Je have the paradox the n that there's almost an inverse 

paroportion bet\-,een \.Jhat we vouchsafe to people who love us and that which 

gets kno\.Jn by people \.Jho hate us. 

DR. TELLER: People who maybe hate us certainly disagree with us. I don't 

know, you know, t hese people in the Kremlin. They love us; they want to 

liberate us, only \.J e h a v en't recognized it yet. 
\ _ 

MR . BUCKLEY: The--

DR. TELLER: I haven't recognized it. 

MR . BUCKLEY: That's right. The seductive disguises are both abstruse and, 

unhappily, ofte n succe s sful. 

DR. TELLER : ~HX+xbNt Yes. 

MR . BUCKLEY : But · th ey have ·never yet got the vote of a free people, have 

they? 

DR . TELLER: 

ViR . BUCKLEY: 

DR . TELLER: 

~ • BUCJ4LE.Y.: 

J:m-TE.1,.L,ER-; 

1"..R . BUCKLEY: 

Hardly ever . 

Yes, San Mar ino, wasn't it? 

In Greece) 

. .--.-/ 

~the vote was pretty close to a vote on Communism. 

On the whole I think if any political generality is safe, it 

is I think sa f e t o say tha t the reason Communism n eeds to advance by force 

is that it c a nnot adv a nce by ple biscitary sanction. But now, on the 

matter of s e cret s th a t c a n b e kept for the s hort term, using your own 

example of the movement s .y f t h e nuc] e a :::- f l e1-:: t., inasmuch as that changes 



from day to doy that would b in the c~tcgor y of cer t s th,t you would 
s ~ e.. k J 

~ t o ke ep for v r . 

DR . TELLER : Thes I woul d keep as the movements of the submarinei~t~ok 

plac in the last f w month s . 

MR . DUCI'LEY : Yes . 

DR . TELLER : J\f t er th a t tha t particular secre t can b e ~RMl!W open to the 

public . 

MR . BUCKLEY : Are you , by ~TIWra1"i'~the e nd to offi cia l . secrec¼ as r egards 

thought rath e r than know-how--correct? -- .. , 
..... 

DR . TELLER : I am advoca ting the e nd o f long-term secrecy. I am advocating 
I 

the end of secrecy· o f knowl edge . On the othe r h and , you •;:.,l..n~.:. i o the 

sensitive i ssue that is much more difficult to answer . Know-how i s some­

thing that ~an be kept s e cret f or a longe r time and often needs to be. You 
l , 

know wh a t is the best- kept secret tha t I was keeping? 

i'1R . BUCIZLEY : 1·1hat? 

DR . TELLER : Quantum me chanics . I tried to explain it to any number of 

students . It's s till a sec ret . 
-Pe..i\"T°'--5b\'"\ , \\)a,_<:, '_,j-': · 

Tha t wasn't the XliX fault of the ¥rc~c~sc:xr BUCKLEY : (l aughing) 

DR . TELLER: You see , know-how--know-how--i s hard to transmit. I would 

not invite Communist sci entists into our laboratories. I would not want to 

teach them t he tricks of the trade . And this is the kind of secrecy which 

our industry a ctua lly has b een pra cticing for a long time with some success: 

MR . BUCKLEY : We don 't y e t know how to make Coca Cola, and that's been a 

secret now for 75 years . 

DR. TELLER: You know , I ne ve r found out about that. I don't drink Coca 

Cola so I'm not quite sure --

MR . BUC~LEY : I ' m--

DR. TELLER : :,) / eople real ly don 't know how to make it? 

r-iR . BUCI' LEY : I ' m told that it i s a continuing secret, i.e., that if you 

and I set out to dupl i c ate the ta s te of Coca ·cola we wouldn't know how to 
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ns . No . 1 , they are inef-

o pr ve nt the s timulation o f 

tion--ou r close coll aboration--with 

ul h v protections which were effective, 

OU could guarantee that the Sovi et' -t,lnion 
'· 

u would b a ck such laws as were necessary 

knowl edge? Or would you say the ~compen-

ntists would be too great? 

g t . I would change my mirid only if we 

t 11 the American people and keep it a secret 

how to do that, you know. 

i nk ibl t h at only we could read and they 
.,,) 

inv nted . 

my , you know, not enterprising 



t, 

enough . I h uv 
9 I\.'-(:__ \\ 

of i • u on trying to find such invisible i nk . 

') MR . BUCI"LEY: w 11 , they don ' t know how to penetrate t h e meaning on the 

Bill of Rights, do thy? 

) 

DR . TELLER : They don't) 
I 

f nd those se c re t s , t h e rea l se c rets , the sec rets--

I don ' t l ike to overu se t he \~ord o f God-lthe se c re t s tha t require not inf o r· 
I \ ) 

rnatio~ b ut understa n ding . Tho se c an b e k e pt v e ry we ll , but if you give 

t hem away I Go d bl e ss you , ~~~~ you have produced l,U"\ d .e..r s tct..-1'\..,.LLl'\..j. 
'-' 

MR . BUCKLEY: Yes , yes. Well , Dr. Teller, at a very concrete level . you 

h a ve alluded several times , most recently in an unpublished paper that I've 

r ead, to possibilities that .i-\merica might enga ge in that would have the 

effect of neutralizing any nuclear offensive against us. Now, as I under­

sta nd it , we are not procee ding with that enterprise in some way because 

of the secrecy laws. Or is it ,._ because of a scientific demoralization? 
I 

DR. TELLER : We are proceeding with it. ~e are not proceeding with it at 

nearly the required r a te. 

r-m .. BUCKLEY : Why? 

DR . TELLER : l'~o funds. Sci entists outside the few who work for :5efense 

are not sufficiently interested. This is the demoralization. We are not 

making progress fast enough, even though weh~~~ indications that the Soviet ~ 

are ahead o f us . They will know how to defend themselves: we won't. And 

if the nucle a r fr eeze movemen t succeeds, we will be fools: the Soviets 

won't . 

~R . BUCKLEY: Are you telling me that the Sovie t Unirn is currently engaged 

in de f ensive work of the same kind that you recommend to America, which x~ 

wou l d hav e t he e f fe ct of making it safe for them to launch a first strike? 

DR. TELLER : I am no t t e lling you x~ that. I am only telling you that I 
a: -~ 

have r easonSto suspect . 
/ 1 

I h a v e s trong reasons t o s u spect . 
" 

MR . BUCKLEY: l ov, , this lack o f i nte r es t among s cientists results from 

what? Why isn' t t here the spirit o f the Manh a ttan Froject at work here? 

Sure ly looking at the Sov i ::: l Un ion , U iey S?.P all t h e same r e asons to desin: 
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c3 
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to contain it thut they suw to contain Hitler , and e ve n more in the sens~ 

that it' s mor du n g rou s to their own personal security than Hitler was. 

Why is that mora l s o low? 

DR . TELLER : Why was the morale so low in 1935? Why was there Chamberlain 

Why was did we not avoid the secon d world war? I don't know . But I sus-

• pe_c;t that people don 't like to think about s ubj e cts that are disagreeable 

if there is the opt ion to forget it--to forg e t the existence of Hitler , to 

assume that he is too foolish , not dangerous enough--anything but really 

~c.'il.Rf:x~ confront a seriou s problem. 

MR . BUCKLEY : Dut , Dr . Teller , there are two things wrong I think with you ; 

statement . In the f i rst place , it is clear why the ~axx pacifism of 1935 

was so endemic, and the reason f or that was 18 million deaths in a pointle t 

war 20 years earlier . Seconqly, people do like to think about disagreeabl r 

subjects as witness al l the s cientis ts who lecture us so incessa~tly about 
-... 

the evils o f nuclear X?'ie.R technology. Why the refore, since they I re ' thinki 1 

about that nightmare , don't the y think about ingenious ways to abort that 

nightmare? 

DR. TELLER: A wonderful que stion. To disagreeable subjects we have what 

psychologi sts c a ll a love-hate rel a tion. \'.'e h a te to think about disagree­

able subjects if we know that they are real. We love to think about them 

if somewhere deep down , or not so deep down, we realize that it is not tru;, 

We don't like to think about d ea th, but we may go to a film on Dracula. 

MR . BUCI<LEY : Yes , but these scientists do know that the Soviet Union is 

real . It's not Dracula . It ' s made of men who have a very hard mailed fir · 

and occasionally use it . 

fiJR . TELLER: Bill , you make a mistak~ c_which really surprises me. You 

i assume that scientists are different from other people. Scientists are 

) ~ precisely the some as other people in o.11 their psychological makeup. They 

differ from othe r p e ople only when it comes to their narrow speciality. r. 

scientist£ is dif f r e nt f :. orn '1 r;ioRs."'.t;; .r,ndci.:x:k nonscienti st as a chess 'player 



e 

is differ ent from a non ches s p l ayer . 

, · MR . BUCKLEY : ·,vai t a minute. l\ scientist is a problem breaker . A scienti~ 

is born to face reality and to figure out how to invent a wheel . 

) 

t> 
~ 

~ 
i:: 
c::s 
t:.o 
c::s 
~ 

cic: 
:s 
~ 
<:) 

cic: 
~ 

,s 
'a 

""C::S 
~ 
I,,,) 

::s 

) 1 
~ 

cic: 

DR . TELLER : No . 

MR . BUCKLEY: r-·,ost- - i\f t e r all , you invented the damn thing , the hydrogen 

bomb. It must have been because you saw a challenge that you could pene-

trate . 

DR. TELLER: It was a specific challenge just as a chess player is facing 

a specific challenge . 

t•m . BUCKLEY: Isn't a first strike by the Soviet Union a specific challenge 

DR . TELLER: Yes , but the people who know how to face one spe cific chal­

lenge don ' t know how to face another--

MR . BUCI<LEY : 

DR . TELLER : 

MR . BUCKLEY: 

\Jhy not? 
\ _ 

-- specific cha llenge . 

°lihy not? 

DR . TELLER: Because there are xa too many specific challenges in this 

world, and no man's Qind , intellect, moral fiber is great enough to stand 
-_:-iX.. ~-r: 

up under all these challenges . Kow , let me tell you about 8'r-i-e:. I have 

set myself the goal to think o f as many specific cha llenges as I can, but 

I find that because of that-- Firs t of all, I don 't succeed. I don't 

succeed o ften enough . And secondly , while I do it over a wider region thar, 

many other people, I wind up in a very disagreeable situation where I 

c annot come to a common understanding with other people because practicall~­

everybody, and parti cularly the successful one s, are the ones who are 

zeroed in on one spe c ific challenge . A piano player is not a good footbal ] 

player and not an excellent linguist . 
, 

MR . BUCKLEY : I don ' t deny that there are versatilities that would not 

necessorily be wide enough to confront all these problems, and I'm certainl 
' 

not asking you to solve the problem of origina l sin. But we do know that 

x~ somebody figured O L t how to t :_ tk e sc~v -~ ral hundred million pounds of 



explos ive s and launch t h em in th e So v i e t Union and make them fall in t h e 

Uni ted St a t es . Now , it i s a .:kai:B.R cha llenge that would fall wi t hin • t h e 

appa r ent compe t e nce of t he s ame s cientists who i nve nted tha t t o invEi1t 

something th a t would fru s trate tha t . The same peo p l e who D'U!RHXJfuJ invent 

fighter airpl a nes tha t ge t in the wa y -- t h at sink submarien s--a re the same 

kind o f p e op l e who inve nt subm a rines , r i ght? 

DR . TELLER : You h a ve exp l a ined a good part, a n i mportant p ar t of my own 
) 

p s ychology, but mo s t of the people who have worked on the original 

Manhattan Proj e ct, who worke d on the bombs that were unfortunately dropped 
~ .,._ 

on Japan--because h a d we demon s t ra t ed ~and not killed anybody we would now 

b e in a much more r ea sonabl e f r ame o f mind--

MR . BUCKLtY: Which was not a s ci entific decision, however. 

DR . TELLER: - It was not a s cientific de cision, but these same pecple who 
\ _ 

worked on that worke d b e c ause there wa s a war on, because very par~icularly 
·, . 

t he war was dire cted a ga in s t Hitl e r, a kind of person who seemed to have 

no redeeming featur e s, if any. I like to think even of him is of a man 
fY\-\A..'S.1" 

that m=i-gh,t have h a d s@iranxx some redee ming feature. Instead today, our 

adversaries--and I h a ve not called them our enemies--~~ adversa~ies are 

p e ople who say the y- want our own good, and too many American scientists 

believe that p e rhap s the re is a point in the future--in the Communist 

Sovktts see it. I< future as the ~ 0 Kx :s.ga xxkxx They are not Communists, but they !Yl.D~ 
. ) 

that original sin is still with us. a.m:3. 

r::: 
~ t h e y know that our SG~ gove rnm ent is not perfect and they are not so clear 
~ 3 ) 

~ which of t he government s is wors e , a lthough somehow they know that the 
~ 
~ s ovie t go v e r nmen t i s no b et t er b e c a use they are still here. 

" ~ 
:: MR . BUCKLEY: 
c::s 

"c::s , 

" ~ not, tha t I s 
l 
~DR . TI:LLER: 

QC 

I t is t r u e tha t Communism is millenniarist and Nazism was 

t r ue . It was pur e ly nntionalistic. 

Oh , but mille nniar i sm is the wrong word. Hitler talked of 

'thousand- ye a r Heich . 

MR . BUCl<:LEY : Yes , in vol vin J th e pm, r o f Ge r .,:any. 



) 

Q( 

.. u 

DH • Tr: LLr:R: Yes . 

r,•n . B .,_ UCKLEY : It wasn' t a p h ilosophy i n th e sen se that Communism was a 

h ilosophy that was bEing mo v ed b y t h e i mpe rative.Sof history . Now I 'm 

l ead i n g to t his ~u st i on: I a ck nowl dge that difference between Hitler 

a n d h is Communist coun t erpar t s ; h0\-1e ve r , mightn ' t it b e· that the scientiste 

who worked to dctonat t ha t b omb di d so a t a mome nt in whic~erienced ,... 

themselv s no t h reat from Hitle r b e cause he didn 't have an atomi c oomb, 

where as the s c ienti f ic community toda y is a community that senses a fear 

of Communism b e ~ ~ se Communism has the existing capacity to destroy 

" . ? ,....mer J. ca . So could that be the psy chological distinction that causes them 

on the one hand to be energtic in seeking to devise an instrument to end 
a.. 

t.-he war and on the other hand s luggish to de vise an instrument to abort 

the Soviet threat? 

DR . TEL.I.ER. : J,,y i gnoran c e is boundles's , but nowhere more so than when it 

comes to psychology . \·:hat is the component of fear in the behavior·-,o~ 

s tientists? What is th e comp onen t of guilt? What is the component--

l'ffi . BUCI~LEY : :-iha t guilt is there involved in making a defensive mechanism? 

Who gets hurt if you explode one of those bombs you talk about in the 

atmosphere that h as the effect o f n eutralizing Soviet bombs destined to 

land on us? ~ho gets hurt ? 

DR . TELLER: You are making a t e rrible mistake. 

MR . BUCKLEY : Hhat? 

DR . TELL~R : ~®lix~exmi.x You mix up psychology with logic. They have a 

guilt about lliro s hirn a , even if the y we r e not olive at that time because 

guilt g e t s inherit d from g ne ration to generation , a nd guilt is illogical 

a nd doe s not often e nough make the subtle but mo s t impor t ant difference 
.) e .;c ,'\ s i 1-<-

tw a ggressi v e weapon s a nd dofc~seive weapons. 

MR . 13UC LE Y: ~ssumin g th u t you we re addressing a t thi s moment a room full 

of 50-ye r - old scientists . ~r you telling rn t h~t you ind considerable 

r sistance in gg s ting t <~ th~ lh~t t h ir \ d lism would be fruitfully 
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- , r- 1 s~~You knew, I am 74. 

s dropp d . Their guilt is 

e turn them around . 

than that of the 60-year-olds? 

a tu 11 engaged in trying to tur1 

t 'ozen people or are we 

owe ha e? 

e e least of 100 dozen peopl·e, and 

~ ... as I ~ould be if you would tell · me 

g . am trying as hard as I can be-

a thi rd world war or not, because I 

~-~fere ce is between Hitler an~?~eople in 
:.d. te-r-.Tu.,-c..r. 

~ • -~ere nce • s that Hitler was an -i·ndi-vieh.1al. That 
"T7'4 

·t a s o made him at a'proper moment--

e? 

re erab e but first of all, more dangerous. 

... at• s right. we are now fz.cing very censer-

p e 0 do 't want any adventure, only a sure thing. 

ope to avoid war, but very li t t le hope to survive 

or analysis, but I' d ·-,u this : since 

g to a shortage of fun d: 



-- a nd Cap We inbe rger i s not demoralized . 

DR . TELLER: But n e ither of them know enough ~bout technology . Each of 

them tends to see in term s of an a rms rac~c_of more and more of the same. ~ 

In the whol e government we h a v e three really reputable scientists : Victor • 
lo V e. If> I< c y ~i'.; r T~ 
1 eyg? ].,, unders·e c retary in the Pentagon ; Jay -l~ce 11ors / the I-'resident I s 

/' \Gl...r-k) 
science advisor; and Bans r-;._a.::::e:; deputy director of l~ASJI. . !,either has a 

high enough position. r olicy is made by people who do not understand 

enough about t e chnology. 

MR . EUCI<LEY : Do you h a ve to u~ders t and technology to make the correct 

decision? Roosevelt kne w nothing about technology, and he nevertheless 

gave you all the money that was n eeded to develop the atom bomb. Why does 

a leader have to understand about technology to understand the potential 

uses of technology? 

DR. TELLER: First of all, P.oosevelt had less competition. At the time of 
·,. 

Roosevelt our K&<: adversaries unde restimated technology even more than we 

did. Hitler at the beginning of the war had a jet plane and failed to 

develop it for instance. ~lso at the time of Roosevelt we had some ingen-
- w;~ 

ious people around_,__Tbt-1 e is one awful fault that I have to admit: some 
S-z.."d c.. r d. 

of them were Hungarian. And one of them, my very good friend,_ Leo Si=' 3 + t, 

realized this difficulty. He also was a good friend of Einstein. 

MR. BUCKLEY: Yes. 

DR. TELLER: And they made Einstein write a letter to Hitler-­

MR. BUCKLEY: To Roos e velt, yes. 

DR . TELLER: To Roose ve lt, and P.oosevelt sat up and listened. 

I'iR . BUCKLEY: Is there an y reason why-- Do you have any reason to suppose 

that a letter writt e n by you to ~res ide nt Reagan would not be listened to? , 

In the first place , you'r e old friends , and in the second place, he has 

the highest esteem for you, and in the third place, he swings along the 

same though t lines that you do . So you are saying that there exist 
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i - hed be ause of a lack of funds 

a a 't 0 anything about scientific 

\'{e n do something about the 

ng a bo t? ) 

• - -~. f i f c e n. t et , ifty , a h undred billion? 

r. fr the last few months t o get 

·ffi. . B 

R . 

weap s . 

me , an t 
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t 

C 

a h? 

'e 

re is 

me 

' 
pment of the defen s ive 

~ voice i n · the govern-

ery kindly-- I am no 

Ei ste· fe tati n, that money would b e ava ilable. 
I 

... "< . B ·~-..__~ -· i,· y ' n • t · nO\, th t . I mean , Mo zart h a d a 

reputati 
~ · e 
.) 

ra e . So talent a n d the a vail c:.bil.i t _y 

o f mo ney are 

telling me 

.... a ways rr la e . ut here a hundred-- /~re you now 

at if wee fee to recite the potentia l o f the weapons 

y o u h ave in min , 1 :tm-: then stimulate a p ub lic di s cussion which 

wo u ld ha e the ef ect f bringin g on the money and tha t the secrecy laws 
l,£--,. . ..:.. 

are p reventing o from ex ctly th~t? 

" 
DR . TELLER : t-la I t e ll you one littl e secret which is not classified? 

~ 
E 
~ F rom t he time that r sid nt Rea gan has b een nomin a t e d, I h a d not a single 

i:: 
~ occa sion to t alk to him . 
c::s 

" cii: 

] 
0 

cii: 

" 

MR . BUCKLEY : 

DR . TELLER : 

Ha v e you ough t out such an occasion? 

I h a v t a lked to people to whom I am close and who in turn 

,s 
are c lose to the rresidcnt . ci I did not make the unreasonabl e r e quest that 

] 

1 
~ 

cii: 

I sho uld talk to t h e Fr s ide nt in person . l~ei t h er did Eins t e in--e.. • 
MR . BUCKLEY : H just wrote him a l e tter . 

TEL LETI : 
,~..,v, ;­

He~ w ro 
I\ 

a 1 tt r . 

to get a ction on th se idec.1 .. . 

I h a v e tried wh at seeme d to me r easonable 

l 1uy h.:i v e br•(•1. clumsy i n- one way or the 
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August 8, 1983 

TO: Conferees, August l O and August 24 

FROM: Edward Teller 

SUBJECT: Comments on the Implementation of the President's Address of March 23 

1. Discussion of detailed execution and deployment are premature. The President spoke 
of a vigorous research program, and I hope that this will be the focus of the report. 

2. Successful defense need not offer l 00 96 assurance. It should suffice, particularly in 
its early stages that it should be less expensive than the response on the part of the 
attacker, either by increasing the attacking force, or by introducing measures to 
neutralize the defense. This criterion justifies the effort and opens the way to 
further improvements. 

3. Predeployment of defensive stations in space should not be mentioned. Such stations 
will probably not satisfy conditiO{l "2" above, because our opponents will have years 
in which to destroy these stations, while the stations have only minutes to execute 
the defense. For this reason as well as other reasons, predeployment appears 
impractical. 

4. The designation "Star Wars" is an invention of the press designed to defeat the 
proposal. It should be replaced by a more appropriate wording, as an example I 
propose Mutual Assured Survival or MAS. This does not imply that MAD was ever 
national policy, but it is a widely spread national perception. I believe MAS may do, 
but I hope that a better suggestion will be made. 

5. Early and feasible goals should be emphasized. An example is the introduction of 
methods to destroy satellites in synchronous orbit and on the other hand introduce 
methods to ensure continuing observation from space. In this complementary pair of 
programs the second, and difficult, objective will have to be pursued in a multiplicity 
of ways. It should be noted that observation stations or "eyes in the sky" are 
different from battle stations, because they can be much smaller, much fewer in 
numbers and because they form an important part of any defense. 

6. Ruling out some alternatives is important in order to sharpen the program, but 
nothing must be ruled out except for convincing reasons. For instance, to rule out 
nuclear kill in the terminal phase of ballistic missile defense would be a serious 
mistake, because non-nuclear kill can be overcome with greater ease. 

7. It is most important to replace the dichotomy of conventional versus nuclear by the 
dichotomy of the choice between attack and destruction on the one hand and defense 
and protection on the other. The proposal will be a success if a practical outline is 
gi~en as to how the goal of defense, protection, saving of lives, and consequent 
deterrence of aggressive war can be reached. 



. tcctinti1L1!,!1t:s amt ,1 pres1lkn t1al deus1on 11,1s snl l 1111111ths :111·.1\' . . \ t that point 
Bendet.en began ro belie,·c that the isrne ll'as being mtdied to <leach .ind 
nothing would be done.·• 

The cooling of enthu i.ism for missile defenses in the White House was 
1111· teriou. to Bender. en , but between Ocrober ;1nd Janu.irv the White 
House raff ll'as re huflled , and the three le:1ding .1<ll'ncatcs of missi le de­
fen e were ·horn of their nation,11 -securirv roles.-

ome ·ix months after the inaugura~ion Baker and Deal'er had con­
cluded that the s1·scem thev had set up ro deal with fore ign and de fense pol­
icv was not working. The,· had hoped to pu t fo reign policy on the back 
burner while_ chev concentrated on gerri ng the President's economic pro­
gr3rn and detense _budget through the Congress, but major issues kept crop­
ping up, and deo 1011 had to be made. \ leese was cheorericallv in charge of 
the proce , but, gi1·en hi disorganization, decision memos and nacional­
securiry document would di appea r inro the pile of paper in his office, 
ne,·er ro reemerge . . -\ lien rarelv saw rhe President, and since Meese knew lit­
tle about the i . ues, Reagan was not properly briefed; manv decisions re­
mained pending, other were made bv default, and Sec;erarv of Scace 
.-\ lexander Haig wa r:iising Cain. T hen, on August 19, an embarr~ssing inci­
dent occurred. Two C . . ~ avy fi ghter planes shot down cwo an:icking 
Libyan jets sixty mile off the Libya n coast. .-\lien in formed Meese at 11:00 

P .. , 1., bur \-leese did nor wake the President until fou r-chirrv the next morn ­
ing. The delay had no consequence, because there was no .i~rion to be taken, 
bur since Reagan was already acquiri ng a repurario n fo r idleness and fo r 
inattention to pres ing matters of national security, the news of ,\,leese's fa il­
ure ro wake him ga1·e rise to innume rable jokes and edi toria l cartoons. ·· 

.-\ frer this incident Baker and Deaver decided char the role of the na­
rional-securiry ad1·iser had to be upgraded and chat Richard .-\ lien would 
ha,·e to go. \t! eese narurally resisted ha1·ing the :\SC staff ta ken our from 
unde r his jurisdiction, and since Reaga n di sli ked settling disputes among his 
advisers, it rook Baker and Deaver ome ti me, and the he lp of . ancy Rea­
gan, co obrain the President's consent to rhe reo rgan ization. To make rhe 
change more pa latable to Reagan, rhey proposed char Wi lliam Clark, his old 
friend from California, who had been brought into the admi nistration as 
Haig's depurv secretary of scare, be made NSC ad1·iser. Then they held off 
replacing .-\ lien because a feud had deve loped between .-\lien and Haig, and 
rhey did nor wane to leave rhe impression rhar Haig had triu mp hed over che 
White House staff. While rhey we re waiting fo r the fuss to blow over, an 
~ C aide-Colonel Oliver ~ Orth-found a thousand dol lars in cash in 
Richard .-\lien's safe. fr transpired that, back in January, Al len had obtai ned 
an interview wirh =--:ancy Reagan for a Japanese wo men's magazi ne as a favo r 
co J apanese business friend s. The journal ist gave hi m an enve lope wi th a wad 
o f' cash destined for =--: ancv Reagan, and , rather rhan rurni ng ir dow n, he had 

put it 1n his ~ale .. \ li en 11J~ 1n1e)tl!,,(JlccJ Jnu i t cvcntu.itlv eml."rKc:O 1nJ, nc 

had asked his secn:t.1ry co rurn the cash ol'e r tfJ the Trc:a,ury, and , he: had 
forgotten to J u i1. Bui, gil'en the prcl'ious new, , coric:, .ib<,ut .\ lien·, bwincss 
dealings, thl! inci<ll!nl got a good dea l of prc,s attention, and Baker and 
Deaver cook the opporrun ity co let .\l ien go:• 

On raking office on Januarv I, Clark began reporting directly to the: 
President, thus removing \ leese and his pol icy scaff from anv line responsi­
bility for national-securi1y affairs . .-\ neophyte in foreign :ind defense policy. 
Clark brought Robert \ lcFarlane, a fo rmer \larine lieutenant colonel who 
had served on Kissinger's :\SC staff, with him from the St:ite Department to 
serve a his depury and foreign -policy adviser. To help hi m 11,ith defense is­
sues, he brough t in Thomas C. Reed, an old friend of his from California. 
Reed, who had just reviewed strategic defenses for the Penta~on's Dc:r'eruc: 
Science Board and concluded chat none of chem currentlv looked promising. 
had no interest in hearing from outside lobbyists: • C lark. who kne11.· nothmg 
about the ubject, cook rhe advice of his aides and paid no :menrion. The 
whole issue of missile det~n es chus passed into che hands of the President"s 
science adviser, George Keyworth. 

.-\t rhe rime missile-defense :idrncaces inside and outside the White 
House did nor register .1ny alarm about che changes in rhe staff. Clark. an­
other Cal ifornia conserrncive, could be expected co share their 1·ie11.·s. Plus 
they thought Keyworth an advocate of defenses, :ind had some reason to 
chink so. 

In the pring of 19 I the search for a White House science adviser had 
fallen to .-\ nderson's Office for Policy Development. and .\nderson had 
looked for a 1·ery parrirnlar sore of person co rill rhe job. \Vhile \\'Orking for 
the :-.l ixon administration, .-\ nderson had, so he cells us, observed chat the 
role of the science ;idvi er h;id changed: whereas the adviser had started ;is a 
representative of the President's, he had become a representati\·e of rhe sci­
enti fic community co rhe President, and. in .-\nder on's 1·iew. the represenc3-
cive of "jusr one more po11·erful ·pecial interest group whose eyes were ri:<ed 
on the growing pots of money in Washington." ·· Thi was ;i fairh· common 
view in the Reagan administration, and in the interests of curring back che 
bureaucracy 0 ~ l B officia ls had coved wich rhe idea of dispen ·ing wich a sci­
ence adviser and with the \Vhite Hou ·e Otlice of ·cience md T~hnologv 
Policy altogether: ' .-\nder on had favored reducing the O 'TP st:itf . .md be 
had looked for a cience adl'iser who would support the Jdministr,nion·s 
policie and otherwise do wh;ic he wa • told co do. Keyworth, a ru rty-one--­
year-old nuclear phv ici c from Los .-\ lamo eemed co rit his requirements 
perfectly. He was, .-\nderson ob ·en·ed, ~a relatively unknown • ienrist" who 
"was not hostile co u ·ing science to help defend the counm ·: nJ h:i 
been recommended co the \ hite Hou 'e by Ed\\ rd T 11 r" \ lost 0c· che ·ci­
enritic establishment hJd reacted with unease. or acru;.1l al.irm. co hi · ap-



1 11 cg.1" .Jll~ 111 1 runr ur rne senaror ;1 nd rhe secret;1 ry . . -\t the end \ Val lop cha l­
lenged \Veinbe rger to make a judgment abou t who was right and who wa 
wrong .• --\ cco rdi ng ro Code,·illa, \Veinbe rger sa id that he wa~ not qua lihed to 
m;1ke ·uch a judgment. \Vallop then asked him if he didn't agree that the So­
,·ie t IC BM fo rce was the principal militarv threat to the lJn ited States and 
that the revolution in anti-mi sile technolo.gy was the most important strate­
gic development since the ;1rom bomb. Weinberge r replied tha t rhese mat­
ters we re es ential bur tha t oth ers would ha ve ro make the rechnical 
judgment ."'' 

\Nallop was now completelv blocked. The oppo ition ro his project had 
become a olid \\'all th at ran through rhe enate and the House .--\rmed Ser­
vice ommittees, the .--\rmy and the .--\ir Force, the Pentago n' Office of Re­
sea rch Jnd Enginee ring, DARP.--\ , the \Vhi te House and the Office of th e 

ecretary of Defense. Only the defense co ntracrors ti ll farnred the proj­
ect-bu t they we re not al lowed ro tesri fv at the .--\ rmed en·ices Co mmittee 
heJ rings. Towa rd the end of the yea r C~oper, wi th rhe co nsent of Congress, 
reduced DARP.-\'s chemica l-lase r programs to a much srm ll er resea rch ac­
ti1·iry. There was nothing Wall op co uld do about it_,,· 

B the end of I \ ard elks had al u v:ot.ten nm1 her · wirh his 
project. Thanks in part ro the administration's atte~pc ro stop \Va ll op's cam­
paign, the Li ermore . - rav la er program was rece ivin g an ample ·hare of 
the laser resea rch fund , but Teller had much larger amb irions fo r Exca libu r: 
he wa nted a program on the sca le of the \ilanhanan Project. On tri ps ro 
\Vas hingron he lobbied congres men and adminisrrati on offic i;1l s indefa ri ga­
blv, an in ce he was a member of rh-e \.\"hire I-l ouse ciern;e Coun cil , he lob­
bied rhe Fri eman panel whene,·er he could. 

In Jun e the Frieman panel had held a review of ch e \ -ra1· la ·er. Cnder 
che su pervision of their direcror, Roy Woodruff, the Li,·ermore scientists 
gave a fa r less optimisti c account of its prospects than Teller had given che 
Bend etsen gro up . . -\ . ked fo r the ir cena rio, they said chat, if an add itional 
. 150-200 mi ll ion were put inro Excalibur fo r six yea rs, they could co mp lete 
all the nuclea r te ts requi red ro brin g the X-ray laser ro the seco nd phase of 
the de\'elopment process: an assess ment of its scien tih c teasib ilit~·- .-\fce r that 
the lab would ha,·e ro tackle all the wo rk of makin g the laser inro a weapon, 
plus all the difficult casks invo lved wi th cre;1ting in strument ro track ene my 
mi si les and po inc the lase r. Even if so me of these tasks cou ld be perfo rmed 
simul ta neous ly, the re could , acco rdi ng ro the scientists, be no lase r anti ­
mi sile wea pon until the mid-1990s, and tha t at che earliest. In the la te fa ll 
the Frieman pa nel reported tha t the X-ray lase r could nut yet be thought of 
as military technology.''~ 

\,\ihen Telle r hea rd whar the panel had concluded, he th re11· a fi t and 
threatened ro res ign from rhe White House Science Council if the panel did 

ignation would have caused, Frieman agreed ro listen co a second Livermore 
briefin g. Teller then we nt ro wo rk on Woodruff ro change the Livermore re­
port ro reti ecc his own view that a "ful ly weaponized" lase r could be built in 
fi ve years. Awa re th at he, and not Teller, would be held responsible fo r 
promises ch ar Live rmore could not keep, Woodruff refused, and ac che s~c­
ond review session, in February 1983, he gave an even more consern nve 
schedule fo r th e X-ray lase r th an had been give n before."" 

In the meantime, Teller made efforcs co see the President. H pressed 
Key:wonh ro gee him a private interview, but Keyworth, who did noc hare 
Teller's view of the laser, and who k11t:w char Reagan' aides rook pa.I.Os ro 
avoid ex-po ing the Pre ident co peciaJ pleading, dodged his requescs when­
ever chev came up. In June, Teller tried another rack. During an appearance 
on Willi.am F. Buckley's television show, Fin·ng Line, he warned char the Sovi­
ets were developing advanced anti -miss ile weapons and spoke of a dire 
chreac ro the United States. When Buckley asked why he did nor cake chis 
important matter to che President, Teller said char he had nor had a single 
opportunity ro see Reagan since he was nominated. This public complaint 
galvani zed the White House to grant Teller the audience h~ soughc. 1

~ _ 

The meeting rook place on September 14, and, according co a :\ aaonal 
Securicv Council staff member who sat in on it, Teller made a powerful pre­
sencaci~n on "third -generation" nuclear weapons and cheir pocenciaJ co de­
stroy enemy miss iles and revolutionize American strategy. Reagan asked if 
an anti-miss il e svscem could be made ro work, and Teller said char there was 
good evidence (hat it could . . -\ccording to che NSC staff member, Reagan 
seemed to accept what Teller had told hi m, but Will iam Clark expressed 
doubts and questioned Te ll er closelv about th ird-generation weapons. 10 1 

Later Kevwo rrh called the meetin g a "disa cer"; Teller had baldlv asked Rea­
gan fo r a. hu ge increase in fu nding for the X- ray laser, and .\-lee. e and Clark 
had had to cut the mee ting shorr.·11

: 

Possibl y Te ller's ta lk of la er weapons made some impre ion on Rea­
gan; possibly the Pre ident wa imply lis tening poli tely ro the eminent con­
servative. In an~' case. ju c a at the January 19 2 meeting, he left che mauer 
co his scaff ro reso lve, and clearlv hi key advisers were not in the grip of any 
technological en rhu ·ia m. Teller persi centlv lobbied the \\nice Hou e, but 
there was no fo llow-up to the meeting. 

In Ocrobe r, Bender en, having come to the end of hi patience, decided 
to reco nvene his High Frontier pa nel ro "p rod" the Whice Hou e inro action. 
The group met on December 21 at the headquarter of che :--.:orchrop Cor­
poratio n in Lo :\nge le and determi ned char it would provide che White 

, House wi th draft remark for an in ere inro che Pre idenc' forthcoming 
Scare of the Lin ion add re s .. --\ com posed by Bendecsen and amended by 

• Teller, the draft ca lled for a rra n irion from the "anachroni tic docrrine of 
• MAD" to a doctrine of "a sured urvival." The nation, it ' aid, wa now ready 
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OT SLRPRI ·1:-.:GL\, the Presidenc·s call for a program co make balli. cic 
mi. sile nbsolece Jppalled defense experc. in and ouc of che adm1n1scr:mon. 
The Joint Chiefs were srunned b\' che precipicous Jccion Jnd che sweeping 
LrnguJge. The chief cechnic:11 expercs in che Pentala!On were ti.trious .. \ccord­
in1 co witnesses. Ri chard De Lauer. rhe undersec~recan- 01· defen ·e for re­
SeJrch Jnd <!ngineenng, "wen t ballistic" and asked ho\\. ·nucl<!Jr polin· could 
be the sub1<!ct of uch a "half-baked policic:il cr:m:'.stv." ' Theda\· before Rea­
g:rn ·~ speech, .\ lajor General Donald L. LJmber;on, che director of the 
PencJgon's directed-energy programs. had cold J ' enate .\ rmed ·en·ice 
subcommircee ch.Jc ·p.Jce-based laser \\·eapons were in ·ufficiench- promising 
co warrant additionJ I fund ing; and ,Jn the dJ\' of rhe sp<!ech. Dr. Robert 
Clloper, the Ddense Deparcm<!nc·, di rector of ,1d1·anced rese;1rch. rold a 
House committee much th<! ~.Jme chinla!. \\.;irned in Jd\·.Jnce Jhouc rhe 1n1cia­
ri,·e. Brent ·cowcrofr urged .\l cF;1rl;1n~ co put the spe<!ch ,)n hnld unnl rhe 
.\I :-: i ue rnuld be resoln~d. 11 <! thought ir an Jttempr co ,ce;1I che ;1nri­
nuclear mm·emenc's c loches. The report nf his commis inn, \\hich went co 
che \\-hire House on .\ pril 6. sca red quire thrh· rh,H "3pplicmon of current 
technology offer no real promise ,,f b<!ing ,ible co dd"end rhe Lnired ·care 
again r ma sm.'. nuclear JttJck in chi, ·enrun-." · 

Bevond char. the ini ri;ici\·e \\·as a poliricil dis:1,cer. C;ills Jnd relela!rJm 
co rhe \\'hire House ma\' h,n e run in ic fl\'or, bur che reJcnon wJ~ orh;rwise 
almost encirel\' negaci,·e. In che Congre: · onh- .\ \Jlcolm \\';1llop Jn<l che few 
ocher m1 sile-<lefense enchusiJscs volunteered support. In che House, where 
a debate on che freeze resolution was proceeding, Democrat · derided che 
idea mercilesslv. "The onlv thing che Pre ·idt'nt did nor cell us lase night• 

• - - ' 
Repre,enraci, e Tom Downe~· ( Democra t of ~ t'\\' 't ork scotl"ed, -\\'JS char che 
E1 ti Empire \\JS .Jbouc co launch J Dt'ath · car Jgain,c che lnired ·c:ues" Re­
ferring w :inocher rnrrenr rno,·ie, Repr<!senc:ni1 e E<lwJrd \ larkt'1 ( Democrat 
of \!JssachusemJ 1.J lled Edward Teller "che llriginal E.T." Jnd accused him 

.,. .. -
anJ rhc Fnrl c .. t C ,rtn<I • ' l'hc Ml'p11hl ,, . .in, did nnr know hnw rr, r~p,>nd . 
Whal -.;.·"' 1hc Prc,1<lcnr r.1lk1nl{ ,1-,,,,.,. 1.1kt' rht' fJ~m,,c r.1r,. m•1~r J,,,md.ircJ 
ihc 1nit1JII\C rn the rc,r ,1t rhc Prc,1,l~nr·, ht'll11 1 11t' 1pt'ci:h .ind .11,umcd rh.it. 
if an\·1h101(, he ...,-,n prrip,mnl{ ,11mt' n~ k rnd • 1t \8 \l ,v,rt'm. • ,in,c the 
Hou,c had ,u,t cut th<' .uim1n1,1r.ir1,,n·, rt'•111e1r ti,r .an 1rn:rt'~1t' in tht' md1-
rary huJgcr h\· more rh.rn h.alt. rhi, ,urned P' ,I 1r1,· JI tnl ly ,,,1 -.:rnnn~ to 

cnncizc rhc Prc,iJcnr. ho...,·e1,cr. mn,1 Rcp11bl1,Jn, It"ll 1nm J ~cp ,denc_c on 
,he issue. B.ided i nrn J corner b\ 1nurn.1lr ,n, rhc m1nnr1rv lc:&<kr 1Jf rhc 
House, rhe mdd -mJnncrcd Rllbcrt \l,,hcl ,if lll1nn11, ,.ud ch.it •he ,pccch 
might be ";i h1t nt '" erk di" and ..... 11med char p<"plc 111erc \{Crtin1r1 • J ~ncnl 
image of [Republiom j being rather m.Kho on the .Jcrcn.,c b1id·,(ct. • · 

The 10111.ime received J grc.1c dc-31 ni pre,, Jttcnnon .and '11:!'1 ~:,llv 
created as J s(Jnd;il. The .\pnl -. 1:11\cr oi .\r=.r.:rrt read •sur \\.in: \\ill 

pace Be rhe :-.;e.lt Bartlcg•oundi" ·ru,u mJ\f.UIOC. whow cov~ dcp"ted 
Reaqan ;iu;ainsc J b.1ckdrop of Bu,k Ro~n ...-capnnrv. ,p,,k.c or the Pre,1-
den;'s "video-game v111on • .1nd ~peculated ch.it. .1lch1Ju~h 1t wa., •·,m~ 
Reaizan" i.1 its Sll,'et::ping simpltorv. 1c wa., .il..5,> •pare Iv a pt>hm::al plov to 

cha~ge the context ot che deb;icc: m·er Jere~ ,pend•~., Ed1conahso 
;iround che councrv were genec1llv hanh 1n their 1ud~ The \r-:- ti,rt 

Tima called Real,('3n's 1dt:J ";i pipe dre;im. J pro1ccnon oi r'anci,v rn polu.-v. • 
The Chicago Sun -T,m(f called che speech • Jn lppalhng ili.1xl'Vice. • .uid chc 
Atlanta Cimsmunon warned that che 1nm.1ave nughc de,ubilix the .urndv 
tenuou · milirarv b;1!Jnce becv,,een che L.S. Jnd rhc Smr·u,t Lruoo. \l..mv ~­
roriali ·cs seemed unJble m deode whc:ther the iruoaovrr wa, dao~u., or .1 

rransparenr ho;ix-ur ,use J fancJ.Sv. In che .\.-::: i11ri> Tnus. Lc:,hc Gelb re­
ported char some ;1Jrn1mscranun ,JrnoJl:s were spc,..-ulmng clue ~ bad 
made the speech in order co divert Jttc::naon frum chc frcxz-c mo1ocmcnc. • _ 

:\ tew davs airer che speech. \\ h1tc: House .ind ,,chcr .uiaunucraoon or­
ficial began be;1ring J public recre:H trom chc Prc::11d..:-nr'1 dr:un.mc 10-

nouncemenr. 01tic1als ~Jtd char che 1nm.1me ~a.:s .1.n 1Je-.1. no< .1 p~ Jnd 
chat ic invoh·e<l direci:ed-enc::rg-.· we;ipon.s.. 1Ao·hi..:h 1Aouuld not be ne3'h ror 
rwenrv ve;irs. Thev .i.ssured rep,Jrter<J chJt ic cnruled no mott than .1 ..:ha.nge 
in the. e.mph.ms of rese;irch. since the Penu~n ~~ .tln:-.1ih· :1pi:m.hng .1 bil­
lion dollars J ve;ir on convennunJI .i.nd exoa..: m~ile-Jd~~ cechnol~d. 
In anv case, rhev said, the \lJrch 2 _; sp.:cch ~ -:is onh. the rinr pan or .1 ·ml­
ogy," ·which wo~ld include .1 s~ch on Jmti ..:onrrul .1nd .1 report on the 1."0n­
clusions ot the • cowcrott Cumrnt.Ssiun. • On \\..1.tch 2~ R.::-~ h.tmsdi 
maintained thJt che 1ninrnve would not be .1 ..:r.13h p~.un. su..:h .1:l the one 
tbac ha<l pro<luced the amm bomb, but mer-eh Jn e.uen.-;1on oi the rese-.ltCh 
prognm • alreJdv under wav. _-\:; eJ ir he ould I I c: m ~ the n::sc:-.u-ch fund:! 
dou-ble<l or mpled. he s:iid. ·t J on'c s~ .1n\ n«J rur th.it.. nu.~ '' The quc:s­
tion wa • chen: what h;id he been ul in!l .about: 

The otliu;il bJc pcti.iltng ..:unmb.uted 1m~hal, co the .it:\\ ch.it the ini-
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orlluidge and to have obtained master 's degrees in e lectronic technology 

from the California Institute of Technology (CalTech) and physics from 

the Massachusetts Institute ofTechnol06')' (MIT), though no record exists 

of his having attended any of these institutions. 

In 1980, Lazar married a woman named Carol Strong. who was thir­

teen years hi s senior. Afte r Boh spe nt some time working fo r F,Lirchild 

Industries, the couple found its way to Los Alamos, ew Mexico, whe re 

Lazar says• he worked as a research physicist at the MPson Physics F.i<:ility 

of Los Alamos ational Laboratories (LA L). He re he was awarded a top­

S('t'fel s<•<·11rity cl<·arance for classified de fense work , n•portPdly involving 

particle-beam acce le rators as part of the Strategic Defense Initiative (a.k.a. 

"Star \Vars") program . 

On June 27, 1982, a front-page feat ure story in the local newspape r, 

the os Alomos Monitor, confi rmed tl,at Lazar had by then hq.\1111 h is 

l10IJl1y of powering automobiles ,vith je t engi nes . L .A. 1A JO I s TIIE JET 

SET - AT 200 MPH , the headline proclaimed , followed by an article whose 

photographs show a conve rted H onda with air scoops and a lice nse plate 

that read JETUBET. The story explained that tl1e car 's engine. 1naJe of 

stainlC'ss steel and titani11m , ran on liquid propane wit h a kerosene after­

burne r capable of gpne rating eight hundred pounds of thrust. Lazar 

rl'ported that he had d riven the vehicle over two hundred miles per hom 

on a dry lake near Los AngPles. 

As it happen d . the day afte r this article' appPared , I r. Edward 

Teller- chief p ropone nt of SD I. w -C'alled fat her of th<' hydrogen hon1h, 

and , according to some , the mod I for Dr. Strange love in th Stan ley 

K,,bri •k Rim- was speaking against the nuclear-fn•eze move1nent in Los 

Alamos. Arriving early for the talk. Lazar saw Telle r sitting outside lhe leu­

tme hall , pe rusing the je t-car to ry in the pape r. 'T hat's me you're reading 

ahrn1t," Lazar an nounced by way o f an in troduction. T he fa mous physicist 

polit (•ly told Ill<' yrn1ng l<·C'h11ician 1ha1 IH' liH1nd th<' arliC'I<' "v<·1y int<·n-s t­

ing.·· In the ti me re maining be fore Te lle r 's speeuh, the two repaired to a 

nearby coffee shop for a scie nce chat. 

Tl~rec years late r, while vacationing in eva<la, Bob and Carol purport­

edl_v p11rei1ase cl a partial inte rest in a brothel called the I loneysuckle 

Hanch . ot long al'te rwar<l they bought a house in Las Vegas. though Bob 

• Silll't' 111anyof La,.ar ·s clai111s re111ai1111nverifiecl ( i'o r reaso11s that he says are attrili11talilc· lo 
offinal exp11 nge ,nent of his records). I "~II simply repeat m11eh of his story as he and I I 11ff 

1 .. 11 i t. l .. a, i11i,: 11 11>'1 of tl lC' q 11<'slio11, for latc ·r. 
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conti nued to spend time in Los Alamos. where for unknown n•,L~ons he 

had le ft his joh at LAN L. I le and Carol subseque11tly starfl>d a fil111-

prnces.~i11g liusi11ess 011t of their house. catering largely to tlw Lt~ \'pg,t~ 

real-estate industry. which was e njoying an economic boom: i11 the HJK0s. 

Sin C it_v \\'as the faslt'st-grmving me tropolis in the country. Lt7.ar lieeame 

knmm as "13oh Ihe photo g11y" among the co111n11mity of loeal appraisers. 

which included Gene lluff. 

Carol di<·d in HJKG. and Lazar marri<'d another wo111an named Trac,· 

Murk. \\'hom he had met in Los Alamos. Like Bob. Tracy {whose !ooh 

hav(' h<·<·11 d<·sc1i l>l'd hy I I 11 1f as "111odl' I q11ality") liw d then· because of the 

national lal lOrato ry, wh<'r<' her fath <' r. Don. \\'o rk<'d 011 ddo11ation chargt·s 

for A-ho111hs . 111 any c.1.~e. two months after Carol died. Lt7.ar dedar<'d 

bankruptcy. listing among his reasons for financial hardship "loss of 

sprn1se" and "loss of h11si 11e.~s... <•verthPless. he co11tinued making photo 

del ive,ies in his jet-po\\'ere cl Honda. piquing the curiosity of a good many 

obserYe rs. including C('.ne 111df The clown-to-earth appmiser c:onsid­

ered his eccentric film processor "somewhat of an eAAheacl." but .1.~ he 

got to know Bob better, he grew impressed with L1zar's knack for 

th ings sci<'ntifi ('- not just jet propulsion hut comp uters, t·leetronics. explo­
sh·es, e t al. 

Onl' da~'. Lazar made up a hatch of nitroglycerine \\'hilt' 11 uff sat talk­

ing to hi111 at the kitchl'n table . Then thl')' took it out in th<' d<·s<·11 and 

blew it up. Eventual Iv the' fa~cinat ed I lu ff asked L1zar. "\\'hat ·s t}I(' diff<· r­

<·11 c<· bc t\\'('l'll you and a scientist t· When Buh divulged that he had 

degrees in physics and electronic teclmology. Gene ,L~ked wh\' ht> hadn't 

111e 11t ioned this bdim·. "\Vhat did you want ·llH' to do?" L11.ar ·responded. 

"Say, • I il'v, 111an- t ·111 a scie ntist? " I le shook his head and stalkt·d awm·. 

As it happe ned , I I II ff was also f1i<"nd. ,vit h th<" son of \ \'illiam I'. 1·,<·ar. 

the man who designed the Learjet and eight-track . terPo. John Lt'ar. for 

wl1rn11 Cc·11<· l1ad appra i.~<·d so111<· p rop('rty in Las Vl'gas. was an accon1-

plished pilot in his own right: I le he ld PW~' airline t·<·rtificall• en·r iss11Pd 

hy the Federal Aviation Ad111inistration. had fl own IGO differ<"nt t~pes of 

airc raft in fifty co11nt1i es. owned seventeen Learjet speed rernrds, and had 

carried out st•cret missions around the world for tlw C IA. I I<" had also n111 

for the Nevada state senate and- appare ntly he¢nning in 198G. \\'IH'n ht' 

met w rne Air Forn' "pt-rsonrH•l" who 'd witn<"swd a UFO landing in 

England- become c:ominccd that the U.S. government was in ('ahoot~ 

l\~t h a ran• of nt rat<' ITl'St rial hiologi('al ('ntiti<·s. or .. E BEs." Bd\\·<•1•n l HG\) 
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force that we call gravity) " total nonsense," Lazar says that gravity actually 

breaks down into two types of (elect ro111agnetic) waves, unsurprisingly 

labek•d A and 13 . The latter constitutes "big gravity'·-the kind that holds 

the Earth to the 1111 , and the moon aml sate llites an<l ourselves to the 

Earth . By contrast , Gravity A, although much stronger than B, operates 011 

a much s111a ller scale. Referred to in mainstream phys ics as the "strong 

nuclear force ," it holds protons an<l neutrons together. 

Lazar argues that the character of 111atter found i11 any solar system 

reflects the contlitions that applie<l during the creati on of that system. 

Since most solar systems in the Milky \Vay have more and/or larger suns 

tl1an ours, it stands to reason that their t· le11 wnts have I1Ion· I11ass and 

energy. I Jenee, the bina1y Zeta Reti culi sys tem contains heavier ele-

111ents-for example, 115- than those loun<l on Earth. As elements 

become heavier, he says , they exert gravity A waves so intense that the 

atu1ns possess their own force fields . The harnessing or this power is the 

key to interstellar trave l. 

The saucer that Lazar worked on at S-4 buaste<l three gravity ampli ­

fi ers and a reactor. The latter, which was ahout the size of a hasketball , 

contained a small particle accelerator, in which a chunk or 11.5 was bom­

barded with protons . When a new proton plugs into the 11ucle11s, it 

becomes an atom of Element 11 6, \.vhich decays instant ly; in doing so, it 

radiates anti111atter, which in colliding with gaseo11 s matt er in the reactor 

detonates an annihi lation reaction 100 percent effect ive in converting 

In,L\S to energy (and thus for more puwerrul than eitl1er fission or fu sion , 

the nuclear reactions that take place in atomic and hydrogen bombs ). 

Amplifi ed by thi s awesome force, which is converted into electrit: t: 11 rrent 

by a (sim ilarly 100 percent efficient ) thennoelectril: generator, the Gravity 

A wave is channeled through a guide and focused on some distant point 

where the operator wants to go. The res ulting gravi tational Re id is strong 

<' iirn Igli to warp spac<' and ti11H ' ll('( W<'<' ll tll(' two poi11 ls, c lfrl'l iVl' ly p11ll i 11g 

the des tination to the cra ft \vithout any passage or time. A1ialuguusly, if we 

view space as a rubber shee t, we can b1ing points closer together simply by 

st retching anti/or pinching the surfat:e . 

For .rncl1 travel, the craft turns on its side wit h all three gravi ty ampli ­

fi ers <:' lllJJloy<:'d in the so-ca lled " Delta" config11ratiu11 W l1 e11 the disc 

enters the external gravitational Reid of some planet or other large hody, 

only one amplifier is adivated and the Gravity A wave is phase-shifted into 
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the B IYJJ<:' exerted by the Earth . TI1is is called "Omicron·· mode. in which 

the craft float s on a gravitational field like a c:ork and can thus he affected 

by local weat her. I n this configuration, the i<lle amplifiers cou ld conc(•iv­

ab ly he used to pit:k up people or cattle or anything else that UFO storit>s 

describe bei ng picked up ( though L.tzar says that, in the model he worked 

on . there wa.~ no hay door OJJ the bottom to receive any such cargo ). 

Bet:ause of its sleek appearance, he nickname<! this c.-raft the "Sport 

Model ": other shapes i11 the fleet i11d11ded the "Top llat " aml the "Jell -0 

Mold ." Of the nine dist:s at S-4. Ul7~tr says. about half were functional. 

One had a hol<· in the rmelagt> that lookt>d likt' it mi).!ht havt' l)t'{'n m:ul(• h~· 

a h1ill('t. 

At least once, Lazar was able to watch the Sport lcxlel howring in 

Ominon mod<:' above Papoose L.1ke. As he later described it tu T\' 

reporter Ceor).!e Knapp: 

It was just about dusk. I t:ame out of the door that \\, L<; outside the 

hangar, which led tu a h,Jlway ... and the disc w·JS :Jready outside. 

Whether they carted it out or Ht>w ii out. I don·t lmow. It \\, L<; sittin).! 

on the ground. Right off to the side there was a guy with a se,mner. 

The first t hi11g I was told w.L~ to stand hy hi111 and not ).!1> an~wlwn· 

else ... . The dist: sat out there for a period of time. then the hot-

10111 of it glowed hl11e and it hega11 to hiss. lik1· high rnltagt' dot's 1111 

a ro1111d sphere. I t's my impression that the re.~ on they·re round 

and havl' 11<> shaqi edges is tu contain the \'ultage .... It liftetl off 

the ground, quietly, except for that little hi in the hack!!fUttncl. 

a11cl that stopped as soon ,L\ it reached about h\'t' llt:· or thirty ft>l't . It 

shirted U\'er lo the left. shifted over to the right. and . et hack dmrn. 

I lll t'all , it does11 ·t so1111d like much , but it \\~L~ incrpdihly imprt>s­

sive, just- mind-boggling. It's just magid 

The rl:'le re1H:e to " 110 sharp edgt> . .. is c·on. i . tent \,ith Lazar 's claim that 

the entire craft seemed to be cast out of one pi t><.'t' of material. as if it \\'ert' 

injet:tion -111ulded or made or \\°,L\'. and 111elted dm\1l. Enc> ll the j1111dions or 

the walls . floors , a11cl et·ilings \\'l'rl' ro1111detl. .~ \\"t'rt• tlw edgl's of t·n·i:· 

object or device in the \'l'hide. There Wt're 110 m1ts. 110 bolts. 110 \\irl'S . no 

lights, and no ph:·sical c0111iectio11. l lt'hveen different part. of the propul­

sion system. which worh·d like a l e la coi l, with a tra11smitlPr and recei\·er. 
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helinw,· i11 hot/, coll'gorics . I feel ,·nerythi11g is 1wssihll'. J\fa 11y of 011 r 111011 -

mrul" UFo·~ m-r• L'.11 f.1111d1·d QJ111or11111ili1·~- 111 /}()th rn t1•gori1·s. tl,eri· rm ' rt 

lot of kooks 011d cl,ar/a/1111. - he cm1/in11 ~. •• 

"Ben Hich told ll\C' twit-<· liefore lw died : ·we lrn e thing.~ at Area 5 1 

that ou and th be t mind. in the world won't even he ahle to conce ive 

that w _ ha, e for thirt or fort years. and won't be made p ublic fo r anothe r 

fifty,' .. said Coodall. "A fri e nd of mine at Lockheed told me, 'We have 

things in the <'vada dc>sert that are alien to your way of thinking-far 

beyond an)1hing you ~ee on Star Trek .' One time , I inte rvi f'wt'd a re tired 

srnior 111ast<·r sergc-ant who had lH·<·n at C:roo111 I ,akc· thn·c' diff<·n •11! li111es 

as an Air Force safety specialist; I got his name thro11gh a mutual frie nd, 

mel him at e llis, and the n we went oil ha~e. At first he was real ne rvous. 

but when he warmed up he told me, 'We have things in the Nevada desert 

that are literally out of this world. Things that would make George Lucas 

envious.' I know one retired g 11y who worked at Lockheed liir thirty years, 

most of the time at Area .S J; he 's very proud of what he's done . and he 

wan ts the sto ry of the place to be to ld so that his grandchildren will have 

so111<' idc'a of what he· was involved in . I 11 the s11111111cr of 'HG, I ask<'d hi 111 if 

he be lieves in UFOs; he said . They ahsolnte ly. pmitivPly do exist. · I said . 

'Can you expand 011 that?' And lie said . · o , I've said too 111ucl1 as it is.· .. 

''I've never seen a UFO near Croom Lake," said Andrews. ''I've 

looked: I've seen lights and fl ares and things like that , h11t nothing I 

cou ldn 't identify. Still. whe n Lazar's sto ry came 0111 , I thought: Good- let's 

liste n to it. I don ·t know if he's te lling the truth . but I fo und him lo be an 

inte resting guy. And as Jim says. his sto ry has not changed in all these 

years . I sent La7.ar's \ \1-2 to a avy captain who said hl'.d lie happy to w rify 

ii, hut the n he nevc:' r answered me . I le could have e it he r verified the \\1-2 

or said 13ob Lazar w,L~ a liar. but they won't do that . That 's what happe ns 

wi th these people: if yo11 get too close. it j ust d ries up. 

" I took La7.ar's W-2 liinn to tlw Olfa·l' of aval lnt<' llig<• nce in the l't'n­

tagon," said Gooda ll . "The g 11y at the front desk looked al it and took it inlo 

his admiral's office. A second lat 0 r the admiral ca me out and told me, ' I 

don't know wh<'r<' yrn 1 go t this. h11t I do n't evt' r want lo q•(• it again- and 

f'rn ordl'ri ng yrn1 lo 1, ·av(' this olTic-,· >ig l1t 11ow.' .. 

Andrews p11llcd ou l another file of corresponcle nct'. O n a Departme nt 

oft he avy le t tt' rllC'ad (" II eadq11a rt ers. a va l I nvl'st igat iv<' Service· Con1-

111and"), a Captain R. A. Jones agreed in January 199 1 to confi nn the 
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a11th<' nticity of L.m1r·s " Employer's Iclentific:-.ilion Nmnher of 46- I0076.1Y. -

Two 11 umths later (afll'r som!' further prompting from Andrt"\\"I). Jnnt>~ 

reported that his inspector general had found that the av-.J lntt-lligt•nre 

Command hacl not issued thP W-2 in 'luestion. 

"Nonsense, Captain," Andrews shot hack. -A damn stonewall and 

h11 rea11 cratic bul lshit .'' In his own caustic letter. Andrews spt.'(-'tllate<I ahout 

the response Jones must ha\·e rece ived when he prest>nte<l a l'O~· of 

L.1zar 's \\1-2 to his inspector general: "\Ve /rave n11tl1inl!, tn -VI'} nho11t &,/, 

Ln:,ar . .. /Jon ·1 ljllll get involver! with the Bnh Ln=nr thin{!. . . . fou arr 1111t 

l o so 11 m111tl1i11g 0l1m1/ HtJh La::.t1r . .. dtJ y1111 1111danr111d?lf!- Cuing on to 

condemn the captain li ,r breaking his promise. Andrt"\~ rei~'i11t"tl his 

de mand to "confirm tlw authentici ty" of the \V-2. opining that -someone 

wit hin ISC" must he cleared to comb the avy·s classified records. 

"And indeed. Counselor.~ he concluded, "who has the right to cla.~,;i~· 

cosmic scienti fic evidence?" 

Confro nted with th is outburst. Captain Jones responclecl -within the 

De partme nt of the avy. the aval Investigative Servi<.-e Command is 

sol<'ly r<'sponsihle for inwstigating actual. suspectt·d or allt1!etl major 
criminal offenses committed against a person. the Unitt"<I States Govt>m-

111e 11t or it s properly, o r private property. including attempts or conspir.1-

cies to commi t such offenses." Andrews fired off a final letter. in which he 

concluded from the official si le nce that "Robert Scott Lazar clitl indeed 

work on recovered UFOs," and that "U FOs ARE re-al and our planet i 

be ing visited and we can't do a damn thing about it ." 

This eemed slightly more than what Andrews had describe<! as -a little 

hit of a gap" in liis point of view toward flying sau<.'t'r.-. In foct , he somult'll 

suspiciously like a type of UFO fanatic that he him. elf had dericlecl in hi! 

1986 letter to Be n Rich-a class of cmsader that Andrews ~-ril>t'll as 

"te nacious, p rolific. wa11ti11g to believe somethin~ is tht>re ancl somrwhat 

prone to makt· macro jumps in logic and ha\ing a lt'mll'ncy lo homhanl 

with writi11gldocume11tation tlw person he hould l1t.· ,L~k;n~ hut instt'ad hi.~ 

e ffo rt becomes. by default. an effort of cc111vi11ci11:! the pt"r.-cm he . hnuld llt' 

,1.~king and ii is owrkill." 

/\~ it l11nwd 0111 . tlw i-pistolary 1'Xl'hang1· \\ith Captain JmH•~ had litTII 

preceded by a couple of o the r Andrews had had \\ith tht• lntl'mal Ht'''t'­

>lllt' Service. and " ~th the St'cretary of Dr. Etlwan.l Tt'ller. 

In Decembe r 1990. Amlre\\ filed a F reedom of lnfonnntion Act 
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request with the IRS seeking "a yes or no answer that [Employee ldentifi­

c:ation umber] 46-100763!) 1s a match for the U .. Department of aval 

lntelligenc:e, Wa.-,hi11gton DC 2.00:JH." Eight months lalt'r (aftt' r an appeal 

and letter of complaint to Senator Alan Cr,mston, Presid('nl George B11 sh, 

and Vic:e President Dan Quayle). Andrl>\VS n•eeived the response that 
"tl wre is no taxpayer, ag('ney. or other employer \\.;th this El [and] 1w 

prac:tical method of Jetcrmrning whether the niled Stall's Deparlnll'nt 

of aval Intelligence or other <'mploypr Olll't' had this El _ .. l 11 reply, 

Andrews prnnted out that rndh~duals are .~ k('d to keep personal tax 

records for five years. and that the IH."s national eomp11te r datah,Lse 

should l1 ,1v1• lw1·11 alil1• to v1•nf~ ,111 t'mplo~·1't· ff) 1111111licr \\;thi11 wc:01ul.s 

11nl1·ss tlw number was da.ss1finl "·omcont.• is l)ing," 11drews had 

d1•dawd "f'la111 arnl ~•mple 11w 111wsllon 1 "ho and not 1f. Aml I already 
know tl 1e whv " 

As Jor ·1 ell ·r ndn \ h. ii I "l!'rn "ritin!! to h 1)1 P IH 11;1~ I 988, 

mt1J1 tli.1n ..i ,1 tr I . 1r apf"'·1ri><l nn th puhli h n7on ft er 

cl1•, • IJ111~ 111111\t·ll ..1 ... J.,1,~t1111t' I. IJ r and d,·c-1:inng l11s support of 

l'W1t1111wd d1·lt-u 1x..1,JJJ,~. Ai,JJ ' \.' -,cullu.ll) got amund to ·Lsk1ng if 
tlw tra t<•gic· IJ lln Jmt1 t v.as r .JI ,II> ie:1tr"II to th\c\.Jrl th Hus inns 
as op1 o t'd to 011H ritlwr .. 0111 1d1• thr,· t i "' Or T: II r. ,011 pP111I !1111 ' at 
tl w l P. t 11 •. ·· -1 hrn, w1 ·ho11ld b< 1 •lli11g 

\ \ 'lwn he• n C'l'I\ 

lw , tl1 ·11th lo11fi111111 ' th; I !1 

IJ, L~ , 

"rot,• • g.un to than T: · ller 

a wcuJ1 ·r '-II 11-12 This 

prompted a re pon 1• frnrn th, ph, ;i I rs n.:tary l'utnl'lil \V Fr n ·h, 

who I eportl·d th,tt tl1l' ulml! Ur 'frll,·r • J lw<•JI Ull 1pa1:1t,1tt·d U)' re<.:ent 

urr,•f\' 111 I wuuld l1 • u11<1lile Lo .u1 er lc1t1:1 .. lllr a lrmg, long time " , 
Amln•w, duh- 1·,prt·\\1·d l11 ,,111patll\ , li11t t"\-\o war~ lat<·r, wlwn II(' 11otit1•d 

thnt Teller would soon be 'J.>ealrnig at a <.-onfne11u· 111 ew Orl1·am, lie 
n·s1il11111ttl'tl .ill ol Ii" 1m·,11111, 1'< 1111·,po11d1·rw1· II) tin, !11111·, 111111 La1.11 

had <.'<>111<' along. J \ ndr , , I o , l , J n p, mg If Te ller w,L\ la111iliar 

w1tl1 l:.k-111 ·111 I I -

In t1111e, lllln·w l'tlll\l'\ed ,ill of L~l7. 1r s d ,ums aho11t having met an<l 
lwt•n rdt·rred for Im 10h at . --l h, tlH' ph,..,1c:1,t n·pe;1t1·dl) ,L\k111g 'Ji, ller to 

u11tfin11 or tl1·m the .tll1•1!alln11, \\ h1·11 Andn·"' called Frl'nd1 on the 

pl 11 1111· , , l1l· \\!'Ill o f.11 ,l In lt·II h1111 th,1t T<•lln ~iJ, ,l(!fl'I' wi th ,our tlw­

s1,, • liu l " l1t·11 •\ ndn·", ,~ ked for ,1 ,1g1wd tall'lll<'nl that - E"e~'1hing Rob 

La7ilr d ,11111~ 1t'1!,lfll1111! Iii, t'<lllllt·ction "1 th Dr Teller is 11nlrne," he 
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rf'mai11t'd 1111<111~w r d. Inte restingly enough. when Andrews ,Lsh·d French 

aho11t a11otl1l'r rumor- that Teller bad been present at the l311Sh­

Corhaehe" falta ummit in late HJ90--she denied jt within a week. 13111 

1wil lwr .she nor TPlle r 1'ver direct ly addressed Andrews·s question aho11t 

Boh L1zar. 
.. Usually, when somebody fabricates something outrageous, the re 's an 

ulte rior motivC'-money or prestige or p11lilici ty," said Goodall. "B11t Roh 

Lazar does1i"t wa nt pnhl icily. and if he ever had a securi ty c:learnnce. it's 

now long d!'ad. So it would serve 110 pnqmse whatsoever for him to falui ­

catc a story aho11I going 0111 to S-4. es1wcially when. in the first twenty 111in-

111!·s I k,ww Iii 111 . 01H'·01 Hl111·. lw said John Lear was out of' his mind for 

believing in UFOs." 

"\\'hat do yrn 1 111ea11?" I ,L~ked. 

"\\'hen I first mt'! lfoh. in November 1988." Coodall said. "I'd just 

photographed the Tonopah Test Hange with John Lear. I wante<l to get 

the film procesS<•d. and Boh was over at John 's house. He'd just moved 

out rrom Los- uh . Alliuq 11e rque, in New Mexico. Ile said he had a C-41 

prnel'ssor at home. so we· jumped i11 his 280ZX and drm•p across town . 
\\'hile we were going over there, he told me: 'Yon know, I'm a nuclear 

physieis t. t r I can·t pro,·t· ii n1atl wmaticall)' or put my hands on it. ii does­

n't exist. I li kP John Lear, hut the poor guy's really full of shil . He believes 
in FOs1 ( :iv1· 1m· a lin·ak! I low can a man that intelligent- ,~ th that 

haekgrnund. from such a famo us a~ation fa mily-believe in H~fog 
SalllTrs·~· •• 

··1 introduced Ji111 lo John Lear," Andrews revealed. " In fact, I'm the 

guy who t 11nll'd Joh11 Lear 011 to UFOs. I re 1ne111lier talking to him aho11 t it 

011 the phrn1!' when I lived in \fp11 t11ra. li e said, That's all lrn llshit .' llllt 

afte r I told him lo read thl' literatnre and talk to his cuntac:ts in the militan ·. 

he did a h11nclred-a11d-eighty-degree tnrn and became a real believer." 
··l)o ) OIi tl1i11k lll' 's sa111' ;>·· I ask1·tl . 

"Joh11 h.L~ a differl'n t way or thi nki ng. h11t I thin k he 's sane." said 

Andrews . .. I want someone to give me a good way of determining 

who\ sane and who's insa11e. Edison and the \ \'right brothers might haw 
hl'l'II insane. After all, if Man was 111ea11t to fl y. he 'd have a propellor 011 his 
rorehead. •• 

·· 1 think tlwr1· an· li11ll's whc11 Joh11 Lear pulls yonr leg and yo 11 don't 

even know it," said Goodall . "Among other things, John is a prankster. l311t 

1111· man lost a l11111dred-a11d-Gfty-tho11sa11tl-dollar-a-,·1·ar joh ht•1·a11st· lw 
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wouldn't ba<:k <lown on UFOs. Bad when he was an LT- l l pi lot, he gave a 

talk in II oust on 011 UFOs. Some reporter <:ailed the prt'sident of John 's 

compauy an<l said, 'You have a senior captai11 tou ting the fact that U FOs 

are real. Either you tell him to hack off, or I'm gonna spread the word that 

you have mentally unstable people flying your airplanes.· The president 

called John into his office and said , Tell me face -to- face that thi s UFO 

stuff is a bunch of shit, and you can walk out of here and go hack to work. 

I f you <lo11 't , I gotta fire ya.' John said, ·1 can 't h<:cause i t 's rl'a l and I lielievt' 

it.' I l ow many guys <lo you know who'd give up a job like that for a belief 

they don 't believe in?" 

" I don 't often agree with Jolin ... said Andrews. ·· !Jut if I 11 el'ded a fri end, 

I would pick him because he'. honest. " 

Actually, it W,L~ apparent from Andrews·. letters to Te ller that, by early 

l !:-JHH , the model designer had adopted at least ome of Lear 's cos molo!-,'Y. 

111 l 1is fir~t letter to Teller 011 Felm1.11:" 1.1, IU88- tlw Olll' in whi ch 

Andrews aske<l the physicist if he was a member of M J- 12, wri tten ten 

rnon ths before Ll7 .. ar claims he was sent to Papoose Like (wri tten , in fact, 

he fore eitlH'r Lear or Andrew~ had even met L.v .. ar)- nclrews mentiorwcl 

that he had some fnen<ls ··who have worked, or curren tly work, at ... 

Croo111 Lake a11d S4 ." Telc>\~S1011 reporter C:eorge Knapp , trying to holste r 

Lazar 's credibility, had aid that "There are man)' things Lazar knows th at 

he co1dd11 't have known if he didn 't work there. For one, how many people 

had ever heard of S-4 at all before Ltzar wt·nt public'~" Ulii logist Bill 

1l oore, for 011e, claimed that lw had pw\fou~ly known alio11t S-4 and told 

John Lear about it. Lear denied this , but Andrew~·s first letter to Teller 

sct'1ned to indicate that Lear had JJH'lltirnwd tll(' ln111 "S -11" to A11d nws 

before either man met L:17..ar, establishing the possibility that Bob found 

out about it not on the "job" liut fro111 Jol111 Lear l111melr. When I p11 t this 

to ndrews, he acknowledged that it could he true. 

I t wa~ getting late; C:ood,dl ,aid lw h,1d to g<'l 11p early to catcl1 a plant' 

the next mominK ~ we tood up to shake hancl~. I asked the two what 

the , would do now that the ir Force had ucceeded in clos ing the neares t 

\'illltage point. on Area 51 . 

"J11. t bt·t-a11se they took away Whit e . id<·s and Fn·edom Hidge cl<wsn't 

IIIC,111 )Oil can 't still Sl't' what flies 0111 or that plac .... Cooclall divulged ... J 

ha\'e a\ ant age point now, in the mountain on public land, where I can ee 

two hundred and _ even ty degree. all the way around to the north end of 

the twentv-, e\·en- tho11sand-foo t runwav. It's the ame place where they 
✓ -
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looked for me and Glenn Campbell for four hours and couldn't find us. 

They overflew I1s with a helicopter and later confiscated our film because it 

had incrilllinating evidence that an Air Force helicopter was in direct vio­

lation of Air Force safety regulation 60-15, which says they cannot operate 

within five hun<lre<l feet of a civilian 's person , vehicle, vessel, or premise 

\vithin a rnilita1y operating area, unless it's a rescue. " 

We got our coats as Andrews started turning out lights. "There's some­

thing very, very spt'cial about Area 51 ," he said as we made our way toward 

the <loor. " Something out of the ordinary. It's not because of the hardware; 

tlll'n.-s sonwthing t'lst• going mi. I don't understand it, unless there 's s11h­

terf11ge at work and they're trying to lllake Croom Lake seem like the big 

thi ng when it's really for away. One Air Force guy. a friend of ours, told us 

to ' look to the north .' I think he might have meant Canada." 

As Andrews fli cked off the last light , Goodall turned away from the 

autrn11olii lt' rnodels he'd bee11 perusing on Anclrews's office walls. 

"Cars ," he com mented as he went out the door toward the eleva­

tor. "Yuck. " 



Area 51 

Jarod explained. had been spent at Fac:ility X . where he had worked under 

a " lw,wvolent dictatorship" I hat had access to and control over every 

asp<'d of an c·rnployc'e·s lifo. The group was now expe riencing attri t ion, 

since it had known little turnover and most of its workers were getting on 

in years. Younger people, it was discovered, weren't nearly ,LS wi lling to 

give up so much of their personal freedom . evertheless. he said he'd 

recently lwen assigned a young protege who was t raining to en ter the 

secret sa11cer-cnginecring program . 

Jaro<l desc:ribed ti , c.;01 olli11 organizati ~1 as • " alc llit , ~ov , rn ­

,n · 111 " that liwd Ii~· its O\\ n nil~ , 011b1d , th mntr I o l ·ongr<'ss, the 

I' ·11tagcm, or ti, · l'n:.~idt·11t lndicatium Wl'rt:' that 11,ose uili,na tely ca lling 

tll<' shot ~ wew 11,e [Ts tl1t·111sc·h·t'S, since they were tlw ones who held the 

kc·ys to tl w coveted kchnology. As opposed to the ,Lssertions of A lfrc:d, 

Jarod 's scenario suggested that alien systems had never been applied to 

111ilitary l,ardware, probably under the ,~sitors· orders. ( C'vert hele.ss, 

Camplwll opined, " their \\illingness to give us their technology and teac:h 

11 s liow to 11se it suggests that they do have a long-tenn plan to take ove r 

till' world . Tl,ey ,~II lure us under their control \\~th all their neat stuff, 

a11d then tlwy'II steal our women ") One of Jaroc.J·s less palat ,1l>le opinio11s 

wa, that the· Sl'crl'l government itself w,Ls e\'ent11ally going to sei7.e total 

power, and that the ensumg arrangement woulJ he an improvemen t over 

rn1r flawed "democracy." Campbell oplirrmlically countered that , since 

d11til's at Fal'ility X were rigidly cmnpar1men talized and Jarod was mere ly a 

d roll<' i11 the hi\'l' , his tlll'ories about the long-terlll agc·nda were· so lc· ly 

lllat ters of' spel'ulation . 

\ \'ork1·rs had . howewr, heen briefed on the history of' the rrogra,11 -

and lias1·d on that uackground , Jarod offered the follm~ng chronicle to 

Ca111phl'II in Hui II 2.J : 

This is the way I rPcall what w,LS explained to the gro11p I was 

assigned to, a11d only after we were all cleared lor the project tl,at 

w,Ls to he our re. ponsihility ( mechanical design for the avionics on 

the flight deck for the disc silllulators ). 

To protect what was found at the disc c:rash sites in ew 

~l c·,ico and Arizona, thosc in charge al tl,e ti111c· scra111bleJ for a 

po. it ion and a dl'cision as to \\'hom in the go\'emment woul<l carry 

the responsibility. Thi included ecuri~·. material, personnel , 

doctmients and mi Ii tan• and ci1ilian intelligence. 
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f t was not decid cJ until the Ei enhower admi11istrahon in the 

ea riv part o f !D51. A grn11p was fon11 ecJ by the President. and t lw 

cl1ainnan ol the grn 11p W,L~ Vice President Hichanl M . N ixon . 

Aro11nd J1111 e o f' HJ.53. the final decision wa.~ made to set up a "sat ­

el lite· government. " This separat • government would interfav 11; 1h 

th U.S. Governm nt for support on ly Personnel irLVolved in any 

part o l disc retrieval, including first hand knowledge wen" reas­

sig1wd a.~ .~atell i te government entities. AdditionalJy, new securil\' 

req11irt·11w11ts were establi shed and new clearances assigned . ... 

ormally, clearann ' s take tw o to three years for any responsible 

posi tio11.s c·rn11 H•ctcd with disc dl'sign. (Bob Lazar w,Ls an 1musual 

case d11e to his reco111me1Hlation hy Teller. This gave hilll an edge 

wit lw11t goi11g thro11gh a long clearance process. Teller is high 11p in 

the satellite government organization.) The rule for disclosure of 

i11fonnation is fil't e('n years aft (' r retir<'lll t'nt in cases like rnine . ... 

I I ere is a l i.~t of what is classified 11nder their nrles: technical data. 

drawing.s, photos, sketches, ill ustrations, procedures, all doculllenls 

relat ing to p<:> rsonnel, companies, related ,L~sociate military groups. 

code 1w111es. t)ves ol eh ssifi cations, nallleS of people, etc. Yes, I 

ha\'!' dropp<'d a li •w 11a111 cs , b11t only ,~th permi ssion . During rn • 

t rrnre at Fac-ilitv X, Nixon and anollter form er president lllade vis­

il~ - W • 1 n g<i t a handshake. What was am11sing to us i11 the group 

was that 111ost other ,isi tors to our facility did not shake om hands 

nor di d W<' know their nallles; they were farniliar to 11s by face only. 

The backgro11 nd ,LS told to my group had some very interesting 

twists rega rding craft retrieval and tire nrst visitor <'ncrninl l'r. I ,itll<' 

did th t' govc: rn111e11t know that retrieval operations were rn onitored 

by thl' visi tors. They, th <' visito rs , were: we ll awarl' of tire rnishap of 

one o f their vessels; however, the military got to the cr,Lsh site first . 

o detai ls W<'re provided to 11 s on how contact was rnade to s<'I 11p 

the initia l 111 cet i11g. T he re,L~on for contact alrnosl six years aft er the 

Boswell i ncident was recalled as follows: T he vessel that fell in Ari ­

zona i11 HJ53 eo11taiiwd fo11r entities; two were disab led and two 

were reasonably we ll hut somewhat confused. (The ,isitors moni ­

tori11g the rl'lril' val activit ies noll'd wi th 111 11cl1 pll'as11 re th t• h11111 a11t· 

trt' atlll ent provided to tlrose involved .) All entities were later taken 

lo Facili ty X for rn edical t reatment and tests. Addi tionally, before 

leaving the scene, tir e tw o that were standing upright were allowed 
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something inherently totally bizarre in nature. ixon did ii righ t by 
establishing the satellite government. T his provided cover for the 

vi'>il.lirs plu • a lotall}' Ill'''' • ncept for pmledrng all i11for111alion 

relating to this ubJ ' Ct. T lw mos c:qmpli<:a , p.rmi ions of this 

pac.:t w,L'> 111celing tl1e demand~ of t i, , bu)s. 

Selection of personnel in the orga1111.atio11 wa.s dirl'cll'd hy th!' 

visitors. The leader was named lo be the bioastru1101nical engineer 

who first 111ade contact ; his 11a11w cannot lie told at tl1 is t i lll(' . Yo 11 

cannot imagine the si tuation this cau. ed . It was like' p111li 11g a pri ­

vate in charge of the generals . early all appoint 111ents we re 

wl<·l-l<'d f,rnn till' ,d<·nn· fi('ld . All ol till' d in-clio11 did not l'OIIH ' 

fro111 those boys picked up in the Arizona cenario: T here is a chain 

of co111n1.1nd . \\'Ital they askl'd for is not crnnpl1•tely k11ow11 liut 

s0111e of the items included malenals. One ile111 was boron. \\'e use 

this 111aterial for m,ul) things such ,15 nwtals and n11cll'ar processps. 

Som<· discord between u aml the boys ,,•,Ls identified but ii w,15 not 

1H•ce~sarily a problem that could 1101 be dealt with. 

\ \ 'hat is W'lmsmg to me after reading many of the UFO books 

and l1sll'ning to, .11io11s speakers on this subject is tl1at tli1·y al111ost 

hav<· it right 13111 the information they are looking for is not in tlte 

known gm·em111ental chain of agpnc,es but 0111) in the exacto facto 

organization described abm·<, It is believed that rel1•,Lse of f11rt her 

infiin11ation will cullle fro111 the \1\Jtors thelllseil'cS, illlt ,t wi ll he 

at'l'o111plislwd a pwc<• ,1t a ti11w. If )OIi liaVl' 1111d<•r,tornl any of the 

ahol'e it sl1ould );i,e one clue. lmpatiencC' is not a virt11<· of tlte visi­

tors. To shed some light 011 how it will procel'd thC' exampl<' is a 

rt-n·nt episode going 011 in New M exico . I Hefen·11Cl' to tl 1e recent 

l idway sightings hy , I family in ew M exico.] or l 'OllrSe, thi, is 

w lJPre 111mt all activity began From wlJJt I know, the exacto f'acto 

govem11w11t is agam scramhhng for a sol11tion : the proliahlc rt•,1.son 

is dbtnist . not us of the111 . uut tl1cn1 of us. These display, are one 

way fur them to show disfavor. From my experience, tlte boys are 

, ·el)' conservalh e with 0111c emotions and occ.1\ionally show a 

sense of humor I l ard tu get used lo l)IJt nonetlwless a1n11\ing. 

\\ 'h,1lt·1·l·r 11·.11 IIH·\ dn·id1 ·. I a111 \ltrl' it will i ll' lw11dicial lo 

111ankind. For 11w. the sooner the better. w,ne W('ights will be 

re1110\'(~d . o. I a111 not radical. just a prac.:tic,J engineer. 

A Higher Form of Hungarian 173 

I n t ltat and other i.ss 11es or the Desert /fol . Campbell went on to reV('al 

JI IOJ"( ' ('Sot1 ·1i c dl'lails or Jarod "s rra111cwurk. l\vo ele111ents ill particular 

wou ld attain im11101iality in Interceptor lore. In one of his talks about tit!' 

lisitors, Jarod said in p,Lssing: "All I know is they sure take a lot ofhonm.·· 

Upon lw ing 1111<·stioned aho11t this. Iii' 111t•11tionl'd that boron was usl'ful fi1r 

prese,-ing hu111an bodies. hut said that he didn't really know what the vi si ­

tors n1'1·cl<·cl it fi 1r. Still , lw fi·lt tl1at tlte aliens had beeu ha1vesting boron 

from Earth ror centuries. having 011ly recently been forced by the spread 

o f l11 1111 a11 civi lization into din•ct contact ,vith /-101110 snpiem . 

" ll oro11 is a fascinating l'il'11H·11t. important lo many ch('111ical read ions 

and ,Ls an i11gredient in some high-strength fiber composites.'' Campbell 

n ·,·e,dl'd in Hal 112-J. "As a wall'r softener in laundr)' detergent. boron helps 

get c lothes 0 \\'hiter than white'-which may ii<.> important if yon are a Cra,·. 

Boron is aI11rn1g tlw hardl'st substances on earth . Sl'coJJd only to dia­

mond .... Another interesting property of boron. according to a colleague 

\\'ho has done some research. is that i t soaks up neutrons like a sponge. 

w hich rna,· he 11se r11 l in shielding or controll ing nuclear reactions." 

Yet another Hal reader revealed that boron was a common component 

i 11 cont ro l rods for fission reactors, ancl that during the Manhattan Projel'l . 

denizens o f Los Alamos were forbidden to w,Lsh their clothes in boron 

hl('ach. Ca111phell learned from an encyclopedia that the majority of tl11· 

world 's boron conies from the United States "and most of that is extracted 

front a hig hole in tht' grn1111d at-yon guessed it - Uoron. California. 

\\'hich happens to he adjacent lo the most sec.:r<.>t pa1i of Edwards 1\ir 

Force Base. Tlte Sl'cond largest producer is Searles D,)' Lake at Trona. 

Cali l'ornia. which happens to he adjacent lo the highly rest,it'led China 

Lake arnl \\'capons Center. The other boron mines in the U.S. an· in 

thosl' 111il i tary/U FO hotbeds, evada and ew M exico. Are we beginning 

to cil' ll'c t a BOHO CO NSl'I Ht\C Y??? I n any case. onr rel•0Jnn1<·1Hlation 

lo i 11 \'eslors is 13 uy_·· 

Another int riguing tidbit had to do with the visito rs· language. l'sy­

cltospy related that. al a s111all meeting of UFO huffs. Jarod had asked his 

a11d il'lll'<' : " \\'hat is tlw most difficult language Oil Earth to learn?" 

•• · 11 u11garia11· said srn 11cu1 1c in t l 1e back. 

··Jarod was imp ressed. ' \\'ho saicl that? Hight . I lungarian . They speak a 

h igher form ol' l l nngarian .· Jarod said th is is what his supe1visor had told 
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hi111 an<l his supervisor ha<l newr lie<l . Jaro<l then mm·ed 011 to otlwr topic:s 

in his talk without ,is having a c:hanc:e to grill him. 

" Oooo-la-la!" Psycl,ospy n: 111arkl'd. "This i, ,onwthing Wl' rH •vt•r 

Pxpel'le<l . Tire alic·m c:an talk to Zsa Z.sa Gahor! 13111 it\ a III C I ! ER FOHM 

of l/1111garian, so 1nayl>e tl,ey ean talk to Eva C:al,or now that sl l<' has 

pa.ss<'d on. 

" With all <l11e rc·spec:t . TIIATS T II E ST l'IDEST T ill C WE'VE 

EVEH 11 EA HD. \V(' can't think of arw reason e~tratt•m•strials arriving on 

Earth wo11ld step off lire ship speak111g 11 1111gari.1n. hut we can i 111agi11t· thl' 

Ir •aclli11e in tlw Wt'<'kly \Vorld Nein· "La Zsa Consults with Spaee Alil'ns .· 

If tlH' alit·ns w1·1t· lo speak an Earth l.111g11,1gt•. rnn'd think il wo,dd l>t· 

Engli slr . tl l(' do1111nant long,w uf tlw boron tr,,de. or mayhe Esp1•ra11to. a 

l riglily rational la11g11,1gl' 111wnted h) .1cade111ics and rl'jl'cted hy thl' rest of' 

h11111anily. 

"I ~1.,yl W<' s11~1·sl a111l11l1011s l'ollt·gt• st11denh cousidt·r tl w lwnt'­

fil s of I l 1111garian," l',)d1osp) t.~md11ded "Tak(' a few introductory da.sses, 

and wlH•n tl w ,ili l'm fl'\eaJ tlw111sehes. )ou'll he way .,head of t'VC'ry­

ont· t·lst• .. 

l'sydrmpy J<iked, but a little li,Kkgro11nd rese.1rd1 revl'aled srnn<· 

in l iig11i11g f'acts aho11t 11 1111garian 1ot onl~ w,Ls ~lah':' •'r (the dominant l,111 -

g11agc ,111cl pcople of 11 ungary) drflicult tu learn, ,t \l'as s11rpmingly discon­

ncl'11•d f'ro111 any rwighhoring ling1mtie tradition , l1.11ing n1on• in corn111on 

\l~lh Finnish and l'\'t•n Mongolian than \\1th the l ndo-Europe:111- derived 

tnng11l'S ~111T11111Hl111g 11 1.1g:,.1r-l1k1· .1rd1.wologwal .1rt1ht'h hall' t·1·t•11 

ht•t'll fo1111d in thl' X111Ji a11g J>ro\1net· of Cl11na, <lat,ng lrolll tlie 11111th and 

It-11th t·en l11ries. 

l or!'owr. a 111illt·1111i11111 after tl1.1t - a, \\ dlr.1l11 Brn.id wntt•, ill his 

book 7i·//a 's \1 '01·-,1 clutch of hrilhant 1111ngarian ,c1t·nti<,1s 

were to ha\'l· a remarkable imp.rel on s1·1enee ill tlw Unitc·d 

States a11d ll'l'll' unh·t·rsally st·t·n ,Is 1ision.11it·s. Szrlanl, \\ 'rgner and 

Tl'llcr playt,d 1mporta11t roles in tht• p11sh fiir tlie ato1n bomb. Von 

t•umann \l",LS ,1 111.1thematil'al geniu who helped h11ilcl gian t com­

pntt·rs 11,ed for I I -bomb calculatiom Fenni. the Italian ph~·src:ist. 

0111·t· 11111,t·d 01,·r !Ill' 1111111lll'r of' ~tar. i11 tlH' 1111i1·t·r,t· and 11\ ,1gt·, 

~ming that if alic·m t·,istecl tlwv sho11ld haw· \i~rted Earth. I ndeed. 

Szilard joked. "The~ call themsehes H11ngarian .. Teller also 

cl!'lightecl in tl11, notion. appl~ing rt to hi1mt•lf 11ith relish . Late in 
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life, after getting to lmow .~omeone he liked.° he would sometin'les 

give the p r on p 'rn1ission to call him "E .T. .. 
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John •lcPht•<· elaborated on this theme in his hook Tiu: C11roe of Hi11d­

i11g Energy: 

N'ol all Lns Alamos tlieo,ies co11lcl be tested. Long popular \vithin 

t w The.or •tical IJi \i.sion was, for example, a theo,y that the peoplt• 

o f I I ui1g,11-:, ar • M ,1rtians. T he re,L~oning went like this: The Mar­

t i,111s left their 0\1'11 planet several aeons ago and eame to Earth ; 

thl')' la11dl'd in what is 110w I I 1111gary; the tribes o f Europe were so 

primihve and barbarian that i t was necessa1y for tlw Martians to 

rnnceal tlrt-i r evol11tio11ary difference or be hacked to pieces. 

Thro11gh the years . the concealment had on tlw whole been rnc­

cl'ss f11l . IH1t the Mart ians had tlrree d raracte,istics too strong to 

hidc: thei r wanderlust . which fiHmd its outlet in the llunga1ian 

1011sy; tl lt-' ir lang11age ( II unga,ian is not related to any oft he la11-

g11ages spoken in su rrounding coun tries); and their unearthly intel­

ligence. Onl' had only to look around to see the e,~dence: Teller. 

\\'igner, Szilard, von eumann- llungarians all. 

The eonnections weren 't limited to Los Alamos. L ooking tlrro11glr Sci­

c11lijic A111erica11 magazine one clay, Campbell came across an I BM ad 

dt·sni l>ing tlr l' scie11ce- fict ion conct'pl of 1p1anl t1111 tcleportation ( the dis­

appl'arance of an object in one place as a replica of it appears in annlhl.'r 

p lace), aceor11pa11 il.'d hy the apparent non sequitur of a rl't·om 11H·1Hlatio11 

011 !row to ll'am more abo11t- I I 11ngaria11 gou l,L~h! 

As far as folklore was coneem ecl, Campbell w,L~ to have a fil'ld day with 

the idl.'a o f' 11 1111garia11 aliens. Tryi11g to imagine how such a sto1;· cu11lcl 

havc golt c· 11 star't<'cl (h111 ass11mi11g that Jarod was si11t·t•rc ). C lc 11n positt·d 

that perhaps the program linguists, after gaining some expos11re to the \isi­

tors· la11g11agl', had eo11cl 11decl that i t was si111iln r to llungarian-alht'it 

wi th refinements or eccentricities that called to the academic mind a 

"higher form" of a 1agyar-like strnc:ture. Then again . aliens or 110 ali1 .. ns. it 

was en ti re ly conceivable that , in the late forties a11d early fi fties, the l l 1111-

garia11 faction at Los Alan1os, feeling homesick ancl 0111 of place, puckishly 

• E: ~ . llolwrt L.11; 1r '> 


